
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and 
which contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
Where possible, you may like to gather with your partner, or with another one or two 
people from your faith community, while maintaining safe hygiene practices and 
distances.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
Remind yourselves that you gather along with hundreds of thousands across the 
country, millions across the world, and that you share these words and prayers with 
your particular community. Remind yourselves that you give this time to God, for the 
purpose of meeting God With Us, for the purpose of enacting our shared faith, 
confessing the things that have distanced us from God, hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, and praying for the world. 
 
If you are with other people, share out the parts of the service and read them aloud to 
each other, slowly and with care. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that is prayer 
that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you are into 
this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are not alone.  
 
The following words, and much of the liturgy, come from the Centre for Music Liturgy 
and the Arts: 

“This week, in unusual circumstances, we are the church, the Body of Christ, gathered 
together in faith, despite not being physically present with one another. We are still 
deeply connected with each other and with the church through time and space. God is 
present with us and through us, to one another.  

In the Old Testament sometimes the word translated as “hope” is also the word “cord”. 
Hope connects us with God, in the same way that a cord connects one to another. With 
time and intention the cord or connection is strengthened.  



Perhaps now, our tethering to God and the interconnectedness with one another is more 
important tha n ever . W e are deeply woven together and held by the love of God. It is 
this tethering that enables us to choose love, even in times of fear. It calls us to love our 
neighbour, to find ways to connect with one another, in times of social distancing. This 
day as we worship, may we remember that we connected to God, to one another and 
may we hear God’s call to love always.”  

 

 

A service of worship. 

Call to worship: 

God is our protector and provider,  

We have all that we need.  

We are enveloped in grace and goodness; We are given the serenity of the 
Spirit 
to calm and renew our hearts;  

In Christ we are made whole 
and led in justice and righteousness.  

Even when life seems dark and threatening, we need not fear; God’s Spirit is 
with us protecting and comforting us.  

In the midst of hostility, we can feast and be filled. 
God declares that we are the beloved and anointed children of the most high. 
Life overflows in abundance.  

All the days of our lives we will live by the values of God’s eternal presence, 
and dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

A prayer: 
Merciful God, we come to worship uncertain of all that lies before us. We 
come with concerns for our neighbours, praying for all people. Grant us the 
certainty of faith this day, 



that we might turn from anxiety to hope; 
from bitterness to peace, 
and from hubris to humility 
as we rely on your strength and goodness. 
In the name of the Christ, who make all things new. Amen.  

Prayer of Confession and Hope: 
God who is always present in our midst, 
in troubling times such as we face today, 
it is easy to lose sight of the things that make us who we are.  

When we lose our way 
remind us that we are your children, that you declare us your beloved ones. 
(hold silence)  

When we are tempted to just give up, renew our faith, we pray. 
(hold silence)  

When we think there is no hope for the future, 
remind us that you hold eternity in your gracious heart. (hold silence)  

Loving God, draw us back from our despair to hope 
to dwell in the presence of your Spirit, 
that we might use the faith you have planted in our hearts and live our lives as 
your faithful people. Amen.  

Scripture readings: 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 
led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 
were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 
Lord GOD, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. Thus says the 
Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and 
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 



know that I am the LORD.” So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I 
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 
together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no 
breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said to me, “Mortal, 
these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say 
to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring 
you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act,” says the LORD. 

John 11:1-45 (optional) 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he said to 
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during 
the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those 
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” After saying this, 
he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
be all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, 
“Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may 



believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of 
the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 
the world.” When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, 
and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come 
to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.” 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, “Where have 
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to 
weep. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” When he had said 



this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a 
cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

Reflection  

(please see link in email) 

You might like to spend some time here in silence, or in discussion on the 
readings you’ve heard. Did the reflection inspire any responses within you?  

Offering: 

Spend some time thinking together of the things you can offer in this time, to 
bring new life to the world around you.  

Bring them to God in prayer.  

 

Prayers of the people: 

Merciful God, 
we come with our prayers for your world; for your Church; 
for this community; 
and for those known personally to us 
who seek your healing presence this day.  

Bring any prayers you would like to voice, for loved ones, the world, our leadership, our 
church, to God. You may pray aloud or internally.  

Hold appropriate silence/space for prayer.  

After a time, conclude with the following: 

…and now with the confidence of the children of God we pray:  



Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, your Kingdom come, your 
will be done,  

on earth as in Heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Song:  

(please see second link- a song provided as a gesture of love by another church to their 
older members) 

Comfort comfort o my people 

With the comfort of my word. 

Speak it tender to my people: 

All your sins are taken away. 

 

Though your tears be rivers running,  

thou your tears be an ocean full, 

though you cry with the hurt of the living, 

comfort, comfort 

every valley shall be lifted, 

every mountain shall be low, 

every rough place will be smoother: 

comfort, comfort. 



(chorus) 

Though your eyes see only darkness, 

Though your eyes can see no light, 

Though your eyes see pain and sorrow: 

Comfort, comfort. 

Every night will have its morning, 

Every pain will have an end, 

Every burden will be lightened: 

Comfort, comfort. 

Blessing and Benediction  

May God strengthen us in times of uncertainty, grant us peace when we are 
afraid, 
empower us to love, as we have first been loved, and grow within us eternal 
hope for the future.  

In the name of God, who renews us 

the source of all life, Christ, the sustainer of all being, 
 

and the Spirit, who connects us all together.  

Amen.  

 

 

 

 


