
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and 
which contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
For today, I invite you to have some leaves present which you have hopefully gathered 
earlier. Arrange them around the centre of the space you’re using for worship, perhaps 
around a candle or a cross. If you’ve not found leaves, find other pretty, holy things to 
decorate your space. If you have children, perhaps you’d all like to make some leaves.  
And if you are worshipping with young children, make sure you invite them to pray 
during the offering and prayers of the people, or in place of the other prayers provided.  
 
Remind yourselves that you gather along with hundreds of thousands across the 
country, millions across the world, and that you share these words and prayers with 
your particular community. Remind yourselves that you give this time to God, for the 
purpose of meeting God With Us, for the purpose of enacting our shared faith, 
confessing the things that have distanced us from God, hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, and praying for the world. 
 
If you are with other people, share out the parts of the service and read them aloud to 
each other, slowly and with care. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that is prayer 
that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you are into 
this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are not alone.  
 

 

 

 

 



A service of worship. 

Call to worship: 

Jesus is coming! Shout Hosanna! 
 
He is our King,  
And he comes in splendour and humility. 
 
He is our King and he is coming to make all things new. 
 
He is the one the world has waited for,  
Let us worship him together.  
 

A prayer of entry: 

God of beginnings and endings  

This week we remember the events of the last week of Jesus’ life.  

With imagination and devotion we enter the story again.  

We invite it to live in us - to open our hearts 
to the possibility of suffering love, to let us see the  

Way you work in the world, even though that is hard for us to grasp. 

Help us use our hands and our hearts to enter into the sort of life you lived.  

This week as we read once again the Easter story,  

we ask the Spirit to make that which is already true more real in our lives.  

May we follow You to the end.  

Amen.  

Joy and Sadness of the Palms 
Jesus, 
Messiah, 



Christ of God, 
We hear of the waving of palms. 
The cries of "hosanna" 
And remember. 
We remember the fickleness of our faith, 
And the joy and sadness it must cause you; 
The joy of our exaltation, 
The sadness of our expectation; 
The calling on you for salvation, 
And our failing to see what we need saving from; 
Our naming you as blessed, for you come in the name of God, 
And yet, we use your name as a word, not the Word. 
Joy and sadness. 
The joy of naming you as our King, 
And the sadness of our rebellion and inability to follow your reign, 
Our calling you 'Christ' and 'Messiah,' 
And our wanting of someone to just wipe out our problems and our enemies. 
Our longing for resurrection, 
But our avoidance of the cross, 
Our calling for your Kingdom, 
But our reticence in allowing it to be truly amongst us. 
 
Jesus, 
Messiah, 
Christ of God, 
We hear of the waving of palms. 
The cries of "hosanna" 
And remember. 
We remember the fickleness of our faith, 
And the joy and sadness it must cause you; 
For us much as we see ourselves as disciples and followers of your way, 
Would we not have also stood in that crowd and called for your death, 
Or at least like Peter, been a stumbling block to you as we focus on our 
human concerns, 
And end up denying you, if not in word, then in deed? 
Yet, you are the grace of God. 
You forgive us, for we do not truly know what we do, 
And you see the good that is yet to come of us. 



Call us anew to faith and understanding. 
Awaken in us your way 
As you challenge us with your truth, 
And lead us to take up our cross to follow you anew. 
Humbly we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Scripture reading: 

Matthew 21:1-11 (New Testament for Everyone) 
When they came near to Jerusalem, and arrived at Bethphage on the Mount 
of Olives, Jesus sent two of the disciples on ahead. 
2 ‘Go into the village over there,’ he said, ‘and at once you’ll find a donkey 
tied up, and a foal beside it. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 And if 
anyone says anything to you, say, “The master needs them, and he’ll send 
them back straight away.” ’ 
He sent them off at once. 
4 This happened so that the prophet’s words might be fulfilled: 
5 Tell this to Zion’s daughter: 
look now! Here comes your king; 
he’s humble, mounted on an ass, 
yes, on a foal, its young. 

6 So the disciples went off and did as Jesus had told them. 7 They brought the 
donkey and its foal, and put their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 
8 The huge crowd spread their cloaks on the road. Others cut branches from 
the trees and scattered them on the road. 9 The crowds who went on ahead of 
him, and those who were following behind, shouted out, 

Hosanna now to David’s Son! 
God’s blessing on the coming one – 
the one who comes in the Lord’s own name! 
Hosanna in the highest! 



10 When they came into Jerusalem, the whole city was gripped with 
excitement. 

‘Who is this?’ they were saying. 
11 ‘This is the prophet, Jesus,’ replied the crowds, ‘from Nazareth in Galilee!’ 

Reflection  

(please see link in email) 

After you’ve seen my reflection, or perhaps in place of it, have a look at the 
second link in the email (from Ian Ferguson), either paying attention to the 
images or simply sitting and listening to the words as I did.  

Then, take your pile of leaves, and scatter them in your driveway! Imagine 
you’re welcoming Jesus. Ask yourself- would you be glad to see him? Would 
you recognise him?  

As you scatter, pray Hosanna. You might want to shout it aloud, who knows.  

If the weather isn’t right for this, or you haven’t been able to find leaves because of the 
rain, why not wait a couple of days and do it then with some quiet prayer?  

Or, decorate near your front door with whatever you’ve got to hand. Flowers in vases, 
plants in pots, pretty blankets. Get your home ready for the King this Holy Week. 

For families and people who have chalk available, why not cover your driveway with 
Hosannas, and symbols of peace! Draw pictures and hang them up near your front 
door. Welcome Jesus as he comes to us! Tell him that we are longing for Him. 

Offering: 

Spend some time thinking together of the things you can offer in this time, to 
bring new life to the world around you.  

Bring them to God in prayer, or write them down.  

 

Prayers of the people: 



Merciful God, 
we come with our prayers for your world; for your Church; 
for this community; 
and for those known personally to us 
who seek your healing presence this day.  

Bring any prayers you would like to voice, for loved ones, the world, our leadership, our 
church, to God. You may pray aloud or internally.  

Hold appropriate silence/space for prayer.  

After a time, conclude with the following: 

…and now with the confidence of the children of God we pray:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, your Kingdom come, your 
will be done,  

on earth as in Heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  

Song:  

(please see third link- another song provided by the Banyule Network of Churches) 

This song is perhaps more suited to later in Holy Week, but on this day when 
we long to cry out come, Lord, Hosanna, it is good to sing of the love, gift 
and life-altering power of Christ.  

(obviously feel free to sing another song, or songs, altogether- perhaps one on the 
church CDs you might have a copy of) 

In Christ Alone 



In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song 
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease 
My Comforter, my All in All 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand 
Till He returns or calls me home 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand 

Blessing and Benediction  



May God who is never quite what we expect delight and surprise us, 
May Christ the King come to us in humility and love,  
and may the Spirit of God ever help us to meet them Him, and to walk with 
him into this week.  
Amen.  
 


