
 
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and 
which contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
If you are going to weave an Unravelled art or craft work, have the parts you’d like to 
use with you (perhaps some bits of ripped up cloth, ribbon or paper, and something to 
weave them on or into).  
 
A note about prayer: When there are bolded words or responsive parts within 
prayers, you can divide these up between people in your home- you could have a leader 
who leads the prayers and other/s who respond to these prompts. However you can just 
as easily pray the text all together, ignoring the text colour entirely if that is easier (as 
it might be for those who are worshipping physically alone).  
 
Remind yourselves that you gather along with hundreds of thousands across the 
country, millions across the world, and that you share these words and prayers with 
your particular community. Remind yourselves that you give this time to God, for the 
purpose of meeting God With Us, for the purpose of enacting our shared faith, 
confessing the things that have distanced us from God, hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, and praying for the world. 
 
If you are with other people, share out the parts of the service as possible and read them 
aloud to each other, slowly and with care. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that 
is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you 
are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are not alone.  
 
 
 
 
 



A service of worship 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Listen. 
I have a story to tell— 
A story of a God who longed for justice. 
A story of a God who pushed back the waters to make dry land. 
A story of a God who would not take “no” for an answer when it came to the 
safety of God’s own. For God’s people were suffering. 
God’s people were crying out. 
God’s people were shackled and bound by oppression. 
So God said to Moses, “Speak.” 
“Let my people Go.” 
And Moses spoke— 
Over and over again. 
Moses stood up for justice, 
But over and over again, Pharaoh said no. 
Power said no. 
The path to justice is never easy, is it? 
The path to change is never a straight line, is it?  
So like Rosa, who sat on the bus, and Martin who had a dream, Moses kept 
trying. 
God kept speaking. 
Moses kept listening.  
Hope kept breathing. 
And when power tried to unravel justice, The people kept dreaming.  
God longed for justice. 
God still longs for justice. 
So let us worship God— 
For human injustice will never be strong enough to unravel God’s dream that 
all might be free,  
And all might know love. 
Let us worship holy God.  
 
A Prayer of Adoration 
Psalm 66- Pray as loudly or thoughtfully as you feel inclined. 



A note about the word ‘selah’: this word is considered to be a musical 
direction for when singers are supposed to pause. This word also implies 
a deeper pause though; a moment offered to us to stop what we’re doing, 
and reflect on what has just happened.   
 
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 
sing the glory of his name; give to him glorious praise. 
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! Because of your great power, 
your enemies cringe before you. 
All the earth worships you; they sing praises to you, sing praises to your 
name.”  
Selah 
Come and see what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 
He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot. There 
we rejoiced in him, 
who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations— let 
the rebellious not exalt themselves.  
Selah 
Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard, 
who has kept us among the living, and has not let our feet slip. 
For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver is tried. 
You brought us into the net; you laid burdens on our backs; 
you let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; 
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 
I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will pay you my vows, 
those that my lips uttered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatlings, with the smoke of the sacrifice of 
rams; I will make an offering of bulls and goats.  
Selah 
Come and hear, all you who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for 
me. 
I cried aloud to him, and he was extolled with my tongue. 
If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened. 
But truly God has listened; he has given heed to the words of my prayer. 
Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer or removed his 
steadfast love from me. 
 
Prayer of Confession 



One: God, you have asked us to be like Moses— Standing up for your 
people, standing up for justice.  
All: But too often we are like Pharaoh— 
Holding onto power, or holding onto privilege.  
One: God, you ask us to be like Aaron— 
Who stood by his brother to unravel systems of oppression. 
 
All: But too often we align with Pharaoh— 
Saying “no” to change and unraveling your vision for justice and 
peace.  
One: Forgive us for all the ways we stand on the wrong side of history.  
All: Forgive us for the harm we do to your planet, and for the 
harm we do to your children.  
One: Help us to be like Moses.  
All: Forgive us when we’re like Pharaoh.  
Amen.  
 
Song  
See link for Comfort Comfort O My People  
 
Comfort, comfort all my people 
with the comfort of my word. 
Speak it tender to my people: 
All your sins are taken away. 
 
1. Though your tears be rivers running, 
though your tears be an ocean full, 
though you cry with the hurt of living, 
comfort, comfort. 
Every valley shall be lifted, 
every mountain shall be low, 
every rough place will be smoother: 
comfort, comfort. 
 
2. Though your eyes see only darkness, 
though your eyes can see no light, 
though your eyes see pain and sorrow: 
comfort, comfort. 



Every night will have its morning, 
every pain will have an end, 
every burden will be lightened: 
comfort, comfort. 
 
Scripture reading  
Exodus 5:1-2, 7:8-23 
Afterwards Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, ‘Thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, “Let my people go, so that they may celebrate a festival to 
me in the wilderness.” ’ But Pharaoh said, ‘Who is the LORD, that I should 
heed him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and I will not let Israel 
go… 
 
…The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, ‘When Pharaoh says to you, “Perform 
a wonder”, then you shall say to Aaron, “Take your staff and throw it down 
before Pharaoh, and it will become a snake.” ’ So Moses and Aaron went to 
Pharaoh and did as the LORD had commanded; Aaron threw down his staff 
before Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. Then Pharaoh 
summoned the wise men and the sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of 
Egypt, did the same by their secret arts. Each one threw down his staff, and 
they became snakes; but Aaron’s staff swallowed up theirs. Still Pharaoh’s 
heart was hardened, and he  
Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Pharaoh’s heart is hardened; he refuses to let 
the people go. Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is going out to the water; 
stand by at the river bank to meet him, and take in your hand the staff that 
was turned into a snake. Say to him, “The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, 
sent me to you to say, ‘Let my people go, so that they may worship me in the 
wilderness.’ But until now you have not listened. Thus says the LORD, ‘By 
this you shall know that I am the LORD.’ See, with the staff that is in my hand 
I will strike the water that is in the Nile, and it shall be turned to blood. The 
fish in the river shall die, the river itself shall stink, and the Egyptians shall be 
unable to drink water from the Nile.” ’ The LORD said to Moses, ‘Say to 
Aaron, “Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt—
over its rivers, its canals, and its ponds, and all its pools of water—so that 
they may become blood; and there shall be blood throughout the whole land 
of Egypt, even in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.” ’ 
Moses and Aaron did just as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh 
and of his officials he lifted up the staff and struck the water in the river, and 



all the water in the river was turned into blood, and the fish in the river died. 
The river stank so that the Egyptians could not drink its water, and there was 
blood throughout the whole land of Egypt. But the magicians of Egypt did the 
same by their secret arts; so Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened, and he 
would not listen to them, as the LORD had said. Pharaoh turned and went 
into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
He entered Jericho and was passing through it. A man was there named 
Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax-collector and was rich. He was trying to see 
who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was 
short in stature. So he ran ahead and climbed a sycomore tree to see him, 
because he was going to pass that way. When Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, ‘Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay 
at your house today.’ So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. All 
who saw it began to grumble and said, ‘He has gone to be the guest of one 
who is a sinner.’ Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, ‘Look, half of 
my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have defrauded anyone 
of anything, I will pay back four times as much.’ Then Jesus said to him, 
‘Today salvation has come to this house, because he too is a son of 
Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.’ 
 
A Prayer for Illumination 
 
God of unending surprises, 
This life is a tapestry of moments woven together, and we long to be weavers 
of love. Today we gather and pray that you would unravel our bias. 
Unravel our assumptions. 
Unravel whatever it is that keeps us from you. 
And as you do, clear space in our hearts for your Word. 
We are listening. We are praying. 
Amen.  
 
Reflection 
See video: looking for abundance  
Or 
Video: story time- Jesus and two turtles  
 



Offering 
Spend some time either talking to your family or making a list of ways you can share, 
or the things you’ve got that you can give, to help other people. Can you give away 
some of your warm winter things? Can you share your time getting to know a new kid at 
school? Can you save up money to give to a charity?  
Pray about this together, finishing with 
God who loves to give, 
Help us to want to give too. 
Help us remember that our lives are not more important than other people’s, 
and help us to love those we meet.  
Amen. 
 
Song  
This is a really fun, gospel song about God’s abundant giving, about the full and joyful 
life offered to us, the promises of a liberating God. 
See link for Welcome table 
 
I’m gonna sit at the welcome table 
I’m gonna sit at the welcome table one of these days hallelujah. 
I’m gonna sit at the welcome table  
Sit at the welcome table one of these days  
 
I’m gonna drink sweet milk and honey 
I’m gonna drink sweet milk and honey one of these days hallelujah 
I’m gonna drink sweet milk and honey 
Sit at the welcome table 
Drink sweet milk and honey  
One of these days 
 
I’m gonna greet my loving mama 
I’m gonna greet my loving mama one of these days hallelujah 
I’m gonna greet my loving mama  
Sit at the welcome table 
Drink sweet milk and honey 
Greet my loving mama 
One of these days 
 
I’m gonna run and never grow tired 



I’m gonna run and never grow tired one of these days hallelujah 
I’m gonna run and never grow tired  
 
Sit at the welcome table  
Drink sweet milk and honey 
Greet my loving mama 
Run and never grow tired  
One of these days 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
Merciful God, 
we come with our prayers for your world; for your Church; 
for this community; 
and for those known personally to us 
who seek your healing presence this day.  
Bring any prayers you would like to voice, for loved ones, the world, our leadership, our 
church, to God. You may pray aloud or internally.  
Hold appropriate silence/space for prayer.  
After a time, conclude with the following: 
…and now with the confidence of the children of God we pray:  
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be Your name,  
your Kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in Heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us in the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
An affirmation of Faith 
As this time of worship draws to a close, why not read through and pray this 
affirmation of faith together with your household, or along with the dispersed members 
of your community of faith.  
 



I believe in God, the Great Sewer— 
Who weaves us together in community, 
Collecting our loose ends and turning them into belonging.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit— 
Who hems us in before and behind, 
Catching us when we fall and writing us into God’s holy narrative.  
And I believe in Jesus Christ— 
Who loved and claimed the people society had thrown out, refusing to 
disregard anyone as scrap.  
I believe God has woven part of God’s self into the fibre of our being, making 
us inherently worthy of love and belonging.  
I believe the fabric of my life is weak, 
That I am prone to error and need God’s handiwork to remind me of love.  
I believe in the Church, and that like a quilt of different fabrics, She is 
designed to be as diverse and beautiful as God’s creation.  
And I believe that when life unravels, 
God is there to stitch my wounds together, 
To hold me in the palm of God’s hand, to tell me of love, And to invite me 
into a new journey. 
Amen.  
 
 
Sending 
We are sent to find that which needs unwinding within us,  
We are sent to find that which needs binding together, 
We are sent to listen for that which speaks the truth about us, 
And we are sent to seek life abundant, for ourselves,  
for the sake of the life of all.  
Amen.  
 
 


