
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and 
which contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
Gather if you can, symbols of your life before isolation, and symbols of 
your life now. These can be simply mental images if that’s easiest. 
If possible, find some dirt in a pot, and some paper and something to 
write with.  
 
Remind yourselves that you gather along with hundreds of thousands across the 
country, millions across the world, and that you share these words and prayers with 
your particular community. Remind yourselves that you give this time to God, for the 
purpose of meeting God With Us, for the purpose of enacting our shared faith, 
confessing the things that have distanced us from God, hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, and praying for the world. 
 
If you are with other people, share out the parts of the service as possible and read them 
aloud to each other, slowly and with care. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that 
is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you 
are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are not alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Service of Worship 
 
We Gather 
Be still. 
Notice the colours around you. 
Notice the smells. 
Notice the people you are with, or the space they have left.  
Notice your hands, your feet.  
Notice the feeling of air on your face. 
Here, now, in this moment, you are doing all you need to do.  
You are well loved, you are miraculous, you are whole.  
Be present here with your church, and with the spirit of God 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
Sometimes life takes us where we don’t expect.  
Sometimes, God takes us where we don’t expect.  
In worship, we gather to get in touch with God’s bigger narrative.  
In worship, we gather to expand our hearts.  
So let us worship the God of unending surprises.  
Let us worship the God of love.  
 
Prayer of adoration 
Take the symbols you’ve gathered, hold or envisage each one and offer thanks for that 
part of your life, both old and new. For example, my prayer would be: 
Thank you God for the times I drove to Melbourne and saw my friends, walked busy 
streets, felt happy and anonymous. Thank you for all I learnt and felt, for the blessing 
of the presence of those who know and love me.  
Thank you God for the many moments of stillness and calm over the last two months. 
Thank you for long walks under open skies, for the joy and simplicity of my dog, for 
company, for books, for simple happiness.  
Pray your own prayers for your life/s and give thanks for the things around you, small 
and large.  
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Creator God, 
Being faithful has never been easy. 
You asked Noah to build a ship. 
You asked the Israelites to plant gardens and build homes while in 



exile. 
You asked the prophets to speak challenging truths. 
You asked the disciples to drop their nets and follow you. 
And you ask us to love bigger than society wants to. 
Being faithful has never been easy, and as a result, we often miss 
the mark. Forgive us for holding tightly to human-made plans. 
Forgive us for the times we say no to you so that we can say yes to 
ourselves. Unravel the grip we have on our agenda so that we can 
make room for you. Gratefully we pray, 
Amen.  
 
Scripture reading- Jeremiah 29:1-7 
 
These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from 
Jerusalem to the remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the 
prophets, and all the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile 
from Jerusalem to Babylon. This was after King Jeconiah, and the queen 
mother, the court officials, the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the artisans, 
and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem. The letter was sent by the hand 
of Elasah son of Shaphan and Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom King Zedekiah 
of Judah sent to Babylon to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. It said: Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent 
into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build houses and live in them; plant 
gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have sons and daughters; 
take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may 
bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease. But seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on 
its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare. 
 
Reflection 
See video- When Jeremiah says all the wrong things 
 
Break- you’ve been sitting for a while! Take a moment to get up and stretch, maybe 
have a drink of water! 
 
Offering 
We offer things of ourselves in so many ways. We give our time to others, our money, 
our food. Remembering the passage we just heard, why not think about ways you can 



seek the welfare of the city you live in- perhaps you and your family could pick up 
rubbish near your house, or write letters to people who have been on the front lines this 
whole time, or if you’re feeling up to it, get your neighbours together for dinner! Write 
these ideas down, bury them in your “life dirt”, send them to me- whatever you need to 
do to help get them moving!  
 
A part of the reading mentions not just planting things, but eating what they grow. I 
think there’s a touch of enjoyment being got at here. Pledge to really relish your living 
this week. Enjoy the feeling of wind on your face, the sound of your family laughing. 
Breathe in smells deeply, eat heartily. Enjoy your life.  
 
Prayers of the People 
Take this time to be still.  
Centre yourself and focus on the world around you. 
Let your mind drift to those in your immediate vicinity- what might you pray for them?  
Pray in silence, or out loud. 
Now let your awareness expand out to those in whatever town or city you live in or 
closest to. What might you pray for the people there?  
Do this in stages as you consider the people and places that make up the world we live 
in. What might you pray for everyone? 
 
Sending 
We finish our time of worship, and step back again into our smallish bubbles, our 
increasingly bigger circles of interaction, our days, our weeks. As we do we take a 
moment to remember that we do none of this alone, that the God of our history, of the 
Israelites, the God of our ancient stories and the God of love, is with us all.  
 
God who gives us a home- 
Walk with us into our lives, and help us be aware of those around us who we 
might love well 
Carry us through the harder times, and help us to dig our roots deep and try 
to flourish, even a little, anyway. 
Draw us into the awareness of your presence, and call us ever to see your face 
in all we meet.  
Amen.  
 


