
Ballarat South Uniting Church- Life post- Covid questions for consideration 
 
Life has changed significantly since the outbreak of Covid-19, to state the obvious.  
We’ve all experienced some amount of upheaval, change and loss. Some of us may have 
also found ourselves in a new rhythm, with time found for practices, reflections, and 
pastimes that we haven’t had before.  
 
Most, if not all of us, have missed the practice of our regular communal gathering for 
worship, and perhaps have all at one time or another wondered about when we will gather 
again as we used to. Or asked the question “when will life get back to normal”? 
 
As more is known about how society will move on from here and as restrictions on 
movement and gatherings ease, we need to think about what our communal future looks 
like, as well as being honest about the likelihood that ‘normal’ may be something that has 
gone forever. 
 
How and when we try to meet together for worship will be decided by council next week, 
but we would also be helped by your input.  
 
As I’ve said before, though this time has been difficult, I am determined to think of it as a 
gift to us as the church, at least in part. This is because I am utterly convinced that worship is 
something that needs to be interrogated, shaped and wrestled with, in light of its purpose 
and structure. This time has offered us space to ask the question “what are we doing when 
we gather” and “who is responsible for worship” and “why do we bother”. It has, I hope, 
offered each of you the chance to preside over your own worship, and thereby, I hope, 
ignited in you the view that each of us can and should participate in worship – in the work of 
the people.  
 
In light of this, I am wondering if you could help me out by prayerfully and honestly 
reflecting on the following questions and getting back to me as soon as is possible. Your 
responses will stay with me, or if I share them, I will remove names, so you can be honest 
(still try and be kind and constructive, obviously)! 
 

1. In the Before Time, what was your favourite part of gathered worship and why? 
2. What part of gathered worship do you not understand, or not like? 
3. During the lockdown, how have you found your experience of home worship, if 

you’ve undertaken it? What has been most and least helpful? 
4. As we look at worshipping together again, firstly, do you want to? Would you feel 

safe coming to worship in our buildings again? Does that sound joyful to you? 
5. What can we do to make sure you feel safe? 
6. How often would you like to meet? 
7. Would you like to try meeting in people’s homes? 
8. What, when we meet together again, would you like to see changed, if anything? 
9. Would you like to see us continue to use some online methods, in addition to 

meeting together? 
10. How can we use the experiences we’ve had to fuel our new season as the church, in 

our New Normal? 



11. What have you learnt (if anything) about worship during our time of separation? 
12. How willing are you to see things change about how we gather, or would you prefer 

to return to how things have been as much as possible? 
 
Thank you all in advance for your time. I know it’s a bit tedious but this is not just my 
ministry- I am in ministry alongside all of you, so it’s helpful and important to hear what you 
think. 
 
We may try a few different ways of gathering as we move forward, and test which work 
along the way. So be patient with us as we plan, and I ask also for your generosity of spirit as 
we go along in sharing yourself and your time with all of us. Let’s continue to build a faithful 
worshipping community together. 
 
Carlynne 


