
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and 
which contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, spacious, 
and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like to light a 
candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the presence 
of Christ.  
 
Remind yourselves that you gather along with hundreds of thousands across the 
country, millions across the world, and that you share these words and prayers with 
your particular community. Remind yourselves that you give this time to God, for the 
purpose of meeting God With Us, for the purpose of enacting our shared faith, 
confessing the things that have distanced us from God, hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, and praying for the world.  
 
If you are with other people, share out the parts of the service as possible and read them 
aloud to each other, slowly and with care. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that 
is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you 
are into this time of worship.  
And remember, you are not alone.   



A Service of Worship 
 
We begin in prayer  
 
Call to worship 
God of compassion, you have opened the way for us and bought us to 
yourself. 
Pour your love into our hearts as we gather in your name. 
Open our hearts and minds to hear your word. 
What shall we give to God for all the gifts showered upon us? 
 
What shall I return to the LORD for all his bounty to me? -- Psalms 116:12  
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the LORD.  
I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, 
in the courts of the house of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise 
the LORD! -- Psalms 116:17-19 
 
Song 
 
Hymn #10 All people that on earth do dwell 
 
All people that on earth do dwell, 
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice; 
Him serve with fear, His praise forth tell, 
Come ye before Him and rejoice. 
 
The Lord, ye know, is God indeed; 
Without our aid He did us make; 
We are His flock He doth us feed, 
And for His sheep He doth us take. 
 
O enter then His gates with praise, 
Approach with joy His courts unto; 
Praise, laud, and bless His name always, 
For it is seemly so to do. 
 
For why? The Lord our God is good, 
His mercy is forever sure; 



His truth at all times firmly stood, 
And shall from age to age endure. 
 
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The God whom heaven and earth adore, 
From earth and from the angel host 
Be praise and glory evermore. 
 
Reading - Genesis 18:1-15  
The Three Visitors 
The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was 
sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up 
and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the 
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 
 
He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant 
by. Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest 
under this tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and 
then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” 
 
“Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 
 
So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs 
of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 
 
Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a 
servant, who hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk and 
the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he 
stood near them under a tree. 
 
“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 
 
“There, in the tent,” he said. 
 
Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, 
and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 
 



Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 
Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of 
childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out 
and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 
 
Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really 
have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything too hard for the Lord? I will 
return to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 
 
Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, “I did not laugh.” 
 
But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.” 
 
I love this bible reading – I love the recognition of the raw emotions we 
feel, and the telling of Sarah’s laughter.  
 
I hope that about this time next year, we all have reason to laugh. In 
fact, I hope that on or about the 14th of June 2021 we can all stand up in 
church together and have a good hearty laugh.  
 
Take the time now to pray about the year ahead and ask God to fill it 
with joy for you, your family and our community.  
 
A time of prayer 
 
O God,  
we confess the blindness that is not even aware of sinning;  
the pride that dares not admit that it is wrong;  
the selfishness that can see nothing but its own will;  
the righteousness that knows no fault;  
the callousness that has ceased to care;  
the defiance that does not regret its own sins;  
the evasion that always tries to make excuses;  
the coldness of heart that is too hardened to repent.  
God, we are sinners; be merciful to us. 
 
Declaration of Forgiveness 



Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you." When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
"Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven 
them...." -- John 20:21-23  
By the authority of Jesus Christ I declare that God has mercy on you, pardons 
you and sets you free. Know that your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour. God strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Early word – what’s your thing? 
If you’d like to, watch the Early Word video, which talks about things that remind us 
of God throughout the hustle, bustle and humdrum of everyday life.   
 
Song 
 
Hymn # 138. And Can It Be 
 
And can it be that I should gain 
An int’rest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died He for me, who caused His pain— 
For me, who Him to death pursued? 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
Refrain: 
Amazing love! How can it be, 
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
 
’Tis myst’ry all: th’ Immortal dies: 
Who can explore His strange design? 
In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine. 
’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 
Let angel minds inquire no more. 
 
He left His Father’s throne above— 
So free, so infinite His grace— 
Emptied Himself of all but love, 



And bled for Adam’s helpless race: 
’Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For, O my God, it found out me! 
 
Long my imprisoned spirit lay, 
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 
Thine eye diffused a quick’ning ray— 
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 
My chains fell off, my heart was free, 
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 
 
No condemnation now I dread; 
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine; 
Alive in Him, my living Head, 
And clothed in righteousness divine, 
Bold I approach th’ eternal throne, 
And claim the crown, through Christ my own. 
 
Reading - Matthew 9:35-10:8  
The Workers Are Few 
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they 
were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his 
disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of 
the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 
 
Jesus Sends Out the Twelve 
Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out 
impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 
 
These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John; Philip 
and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of 
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed 
him. 
 



These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go 
among the Gentiles or enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost 
sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, 
drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 
 
Reflection  
 
See video of Sandra’s reflection, or meditate on the following   
 
In today’s reading from Matthew we hear the disciples’ mission for their 
future. 
   
What is our mission?  
 
It calls us to be both inspiring and challenging. 
It calls us to understand that as God’s people we are sent into the world to be 
a reflection of Christ. 
We believe that this commitment lies at the heart of our Christian life. 
 
For a faith community to have a strong future, it must first find a purpose 
outside itself. 
Our purpose, in part, is to be a reflection of Christ as we give ourselves in 
love to our neighbour in need. 
 
This coming weekend’s Gospel text gives us a glimpse .Matthew describes 
Christ as the one who proclaims the good news of the Kingdom, as the one 
who cures every disease, as the one who cures every sickness, as the one who 
has compassion on those who are harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 
I receive a weekly sermon titbits. This week a story took my interest. Titled  
Made a difference 
Two men walking along a beach in Mexico noticed in the distance a man 
Throwing something into the water. As they approached, he seemed to be 
picking up things and throwing them out. 
When they arrived near the man, they asked what he was doing. 
He replied he was throwing back into the sea the star fish that was stranded 
when the tide went out and they would die. 



The two men looked around to see thousands of these star fish on the beach 
and so asked the local native “but how do you feel that this will make 
a difference.? Well said the native “well it makes a difference to this one as he 
hurls in into the sea”. 
The Lord wants us to make a difference and there are many out there who 
need our help. We have the ability to make a difference in the name of Christ. 
 
The world in which we live - even in this pandemic restricted world - is the 
place in which we live as a reflection of who he is, and what he values, and 
what he wants  for every neighbour we meet from day to day. 
 
It is interesting how Churches are adapting to the reality of this pandemic. 
Reflecting on how hard, many of us have adopted online services to be stirred 
by God’s word and stay connected to one another.  
In our isolation have we thought more about others, are they okay? 
We have looked out our own needs, our own priorities, our own realities of 
what is important and what is not. 
Bruce Prewer wrote a story about a chap asking what is another word for 
“thing”? This chap’s daughter was writing an assignment for school and had 
written “thing”. And the father thought there should be a better word. 
But how often do we use the word thing. 
Thing could be a stone.  (careful, don’t fall over that thing) 
Or a tea towel. (here take this I’ve done my share of the dishes) 
Or a motor car (this thing guzzles fuel at an alarming rate) 
Or a person (what a stupid thing you have been) 
And in recent years the saying has been doing my own thing! 
 
Even Jesus did his own thing... at the end of chapter 9 we read he travelled 
around all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogue and preaching 
the good news of the kingdom, healing the sick and curing any infirmed. 
He had compassion. That was his thing.  
 
We need to understand the importance of compassion. 
But genuine compassion comes at a cost. Often Jesus would feel drained and 
utterly exhausted. And finally, his compassion for the common people cost 
him his life. 
Today we read how this reading tells us how the disciples became Apostles. 



He sent his Disciples on their first mission. They are to go and do the “Jesus 
thing” to practice the deeds of love displayed by their Master. 
Their orders were to spread the word as Jesus had taught them. 
Saying “the kingdom of God is at hand”. Heal the sick, raise the dead, heal the 
leper’s and cast out the demons. 
Matthew does not tell us how this first mission went as they travelled around. 
Success is always difficult to define. 
Today we are the sent-out ones. 
There is a harvest to gather. We have been given what we need to share the 
good news of Christ. 
May God bless all and inspire us as we commit to this task.    
All our lives we will remain disciples in the school of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
A special prayer about racial injustice written by UCA president, Dr 
Deidre Palmer and chairperson of the Uniting Aboriginal Islander 
Christian Congress (UAICC), Pastor Mark Kickett 
 
Creator God, our hearts are heavy for all the events that have impacted the 
world in the past few weeks that have caused us to ask the question, “Where 
is the God of Justice, Mercy, Peace and Love?” 
 
We know deep in our heart that you are still all of those things (and more), 
and that scripture reminds us that you journey with us wherever we go and 
no matter what condition, or state of mind, or circumstances that we may 
find ourselves in, your presence is there walking alongside us and often times 
holding us up. (Ps 139:7f) 
 
Creator God, we reach out in prayer for the lives of all people, in particular 
for the lives affected by injustice and the ugliness of racism, for we know and 
believe that you are the God who transforms lives and circumstances, and that 
through all of this the world may know and feel your healing and loving 
touch. 
 



We give you thanks for the ministry of the Uniting Aboriginal Islander 
Christian Congress (UAICC). 
 
We pray for UAICC leaders, that you will continue to sustain them with 
hope, give them strength and wisdom, as they minister to their communities 
and especially as they mentor younger leaders, and raise up the sacred stories 
of First People in this land. 
 
We pray for all members of the Uniting Church, our congregations, councils, 
agencies and schools, that we may embody the Gospel of Christ in ways of 
compassion, justice, love and hope. 
 
May your Holy Spirit be a loving presence throughout our world, bringing 
comfort to all those who grieve, and breathe new life and hope into situations 
of uncertainty and despair. 
 
May your Holy Spirit renew us in heart and vision, that we might walk 
together as First and Second Peoples in mutuality, respect and delight in our 
shared life and destiny together. 
 
Through Christ, our liberator we pray. 
Amen. 
 
You might like to stand and join with all of those through the ages – of 
a multiplicity of age, gender, ethnicity and race - who have shared these 
words of prayer and petition, the ones that our Lord Jesus taught us all 
to pray.  
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 



and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Song to send us out - God of Justice  
God of justice, Saviour to all 
Came to rescue the weak and the poor 
Chose to serve and not be served 
 
Jesus, You have called us 
Freely we've received  
Now freely we will give 
 
We must go live to feed the hungry 
Stand beside the broken, we must go 
Stepping forward keep us from just singing 
Move us into action, we must go 
 
To act justly every day 
Loving mercy in every way 
Walking humbly before You, God 
 
You have shown us, what You require 
Freely we've received 
Now freely we will give 
 
Fill us up and send us out 
Fill us up and send us out 
Fill us up and send us out, Lord 
 
 
 


