
 
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. Some of you may be in small groups, others may be alone- either is fine. 
What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and which contains 
a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
The words in italics throughout are there for your instruction and don’t necessarily need 
to be read out.  
 
As you gather, you might like to have some pens/pencils/markers and paper with you 
to engage fully. If you are worshipping with a small group, you might like to elect one 
person to lead, or take turns leading through the different sections. I suggest you at 
least take turns praying out loud, and divide up the scripture reading among you. Be 
prepared to pray extemporaneously (that is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) 
at times, and to bring the person that you are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are none of you alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
A Service of Worship  
 
Introduction 
Take a moment to settle yourselves, and gather your minds and hearts in to 
where your bodies are.  
Look around you. In this room, whether you’re by yourself, with your 
partner or family or with a small group of friends, you’re gathered in the 
presence of God. You’ve all come here to join with a worldwide community 
of faith; to look to the God who gives us strength, to open yourselves to the 
moving of the spirit, and to the Word.  
You are on holy ground.  
 
Let us begin.  
The gospel reading for today is from Matthew.  
 “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me 
welcomes the one who sent me.” Jesus doesn’t say who to not welcome. 
Jesus doesn’t say who to exclude. Jesus says we are called to welcome all, and 
that welcome inherently includes hospitality. We are called to meet the basic 
needs of those who come to us, to not even deny a cup of water. 
God has called us to live differently. God has called us away from the ways of 
the world, and has called us to follow the ways of Christ. Christ calls us into 
radical hospitality, in which we welcome others because God has welcomed 
us. Christ does not tell us to reject anyone, but rather to welcome and show 
hospitality to all, meeting the basic needs of everyone who comes to us. 
 
A welcome  
Spend a little time welcoming one another by name. Take turns to say the following, 
naming each present until all are welcomed. It doesn’t have to be the person who is 
hosting who welcomes, but if you’d like to that’s ok! 
“______, welcome to this place of worship! “ 
 
Or, try this Call to Worship: 
 
Welcome to this place of worship 
Welcome in the name of the One who created us. 



Welcome to the Spirit that is moving in us 
Welcome to the Christ who welcomes us. 
Welcome to you, for all are part of the body of Christ 
Welcome to you, for we are all brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Welcome to this time of worship 
May all find rest, hope, and fulfilment as we worship Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
A prayer of love for all ages- full participation is encouraged!  
 
Our God is big (stretch arms out wide) 
Our God is close (wrap arms around self) 
Our God is loving (place hands over heart) 
Our God knows us (point at head then at another present) 
Our God likes us (give everyone a big smile) 
We thank you God for being who you are (hands outstretched above us!) 
Amen. 
 
Prayer of Letting Go 
We come to You God, confessing that we have not welcomed others as we 
should.  
We have turned away those that beg, we have ignored the cries of the poor 
and the hungry, and we have not met the needs of those who have come 
before us.  
We have put our own desires above the needs of our neighbours.  
Forgive us, please God.  
Call us back to Your ways of mercy, compassion and love.  
Help us to see our neighbour as ourselves, to love our neighbour as ourselves, 
to know our neighbour as Christ knows us.  
In the name of the One who loves us, we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing/Assurance of Pardon 
When we are lost, Christ will help us find the way. When we cannot see the 
light, Christ will light the way. When we are forgotten, Christ remembers 
us. We are loved, we are welcomed with open arms, and we are embraced by 
God. Share the good news and know that you are forgiven. Amen. 
 
 



Early Word 
The reading from Genesis today talks a little bit about Abrahams’ most 
precious thing (among other stuff).  
The word precious means important, and loved, and special. Something you 
treasure.  
What is your most precious thing?  
What is the thing that is most beautiful in the world to you?  
Take some paper and pens/pencils and draw this thing. Make it colourful and 
lovely!  
How do you think about this? Did someone else give this to you? Do you feel 
like it is a gift from God (it’s ok if you don’t)? 
After you’ve drawn your precious thing, think about how precious you are. to 
your family, to your friends, and to God. It’s true! You are so precious, even 
when you don’t feel like you are.   
You are important, and loved, and special and treasured. 
On the back of your picture, write the following: 
 
I am precious to God!  
 
Now you can keep this as a reminder.  
 
Pray this prayer if you’d like to: 
God- thank you that I have a lot of lovely stuff around me.  
Thank you for my most precious thing. 
And thank you for loving me so much, even when I don’t feel worth loving, 
or when I don’t love you back.  
Help me to see other people as precious too.  
Amen. 
 
A time of Reflection and Discussion 
You’re invited in a moment to enter into a bit of a discussion about the bible text for the 
day, if you’re able and interested.  
Some tips: Be open to all the feelings this reading provokes. Even if you don’t like it. 
Read through it slowly, then work through the questions, or just talk about what 
affected you.  
Try to really listen to other people’s point of view- even if you disagree. After someone 
has spoken, leave a moment’s silence before you talk. Try to encourage everyone to 
participate. 



 
Genesis 22:1-18 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you 
love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains that I shall show you.” 

3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 
his young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown 
him. 4On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. 5Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I 
will go over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to 
you.” 6Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on his son 
Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked 
on together. 7Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I 
am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb 
for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a 
burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. 9When they 
came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and 
laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on 
top of the wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to 
kill his son. 

11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, 
Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the 
boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And Abraham looked up 
and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the 
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham 
called that place “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the 
mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

15The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16and 
said, “By myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, 
and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will indeed bless you, and I 
will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand 
that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their 



enemies, 18and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing 
for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 

Some Questions- 
don’t worry if you don’t get to all of them: 
 
Why would God ask this of Abraham? 
 
How would we feel in that position? 
  
Do we think this story is ok? Is what God did ok? If not, how do we deal with 
that? 
 
It’s framed as a ‘test’. What is a test, and has this done what a test should do?  
 
Do you think you could say no to God? 
 
It all ended up ok, so is this a happy story or something else?  
 
How do you think you would react if the impossible was asked of you? 
 
Reflection 
A video of some ideas about the text to watch together or alone. Note: I mention some 
difficult and upsetting ideas around abuse. If you think you’ll be too upset by this, 
maybe don’t watch.  
 
A prayer (prayed in the preceding video) 
God beyond knowing,  
We ask that you sit with us in this strange place of few answers and 
complicated emotions. 
We ask that you affirm your love for us all, and for all children.  
We offer you our confusion, our love for our families, and ask that through 
the difficult parts of our holy book that you stir in us a desire to move into 
that place of awkward yet holy mystery; and that we tear down any idols we 
have made of you, even those we don’t know are there.  
May we ever wrestle with the hard parts of life, knowing you wrestle with us, 
Amen.  
 



Offering  
Think for a moment about what beautiful and true thing you all can offer to 
the world so that they can know God’s love.  
You might like to write it down, or simply say it out loud in a moment of 
quiet.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Friends in Christ, 
God invites us to hold the needs of our sisters and brothers 
as dear to us as our own needs. 
Loving our neighbors as ourselves, 
we offer our thanksgivings and our petitions 
on behalf of the church and the world. 
 
 
Offer your individual prayers out loud or in silence.  
When enough time has passed, conclude with: 
 
Redeeming Sustainer, 
visit your people 
and pour out your strength and courage upon us, 
that we may hurry to make you welcome 
not only in our concern for others, 
but by serving them 
generously and faithfully in your name.  
Amen. 
 
Song: Brother Sister Let Me Serve You  
 
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 



walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
3. I will hold the Christlight for you 
in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
4. I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
 
6. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray thatl may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
Sending 
It’s good to stand for this bit if you can 
 
We go into our weeks to meet people, challenges, ideas, problems, and joys.  
Remember as you go that you walk with the presence of God through all of 
this, and that though sometimes God is not what we expect, God always 
knows who we are, and loves us completely. 
 
May you go to welcome, 
Go to question,  
Go to pray and to love and to serve.  
Amen. 
 
 


