
 
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and 
which contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
Remind yourselves that you gather along with hundreds of thousands across the 
country, millions across the world, and that you share these words and prayers with 
your particular community. Remind yourselves that you give this time to God, for the 
purpose of meeting God With Us, for the purpose of enacting our shared faith, 
confessing the things that have distanced us from God, hearing the scripture 
proclaimed, and praying for the world. 
 
If you are with other people, share out the parts of the service as possible and read them 
aloud to each other, slowly and with care. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that 
is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you 
are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are not alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Service of Worship  
 
Call to Worship 
We have been created in the image of God 
We are created to love our brothers and sisters, all children of God 
Christ has taught us how to love one another 
And we are called to share that love with the world 
The Holy Spirit moves in us, giving us gifts to do God’s work 
The Spirit moves us like the wind in the trees 
We go where God is leading us 
 Follow Jesus, and the Spirit will show us the way. Amen. 
 
Psalm of the day  
Psalm 86:1-10: read this aloud. 

Incline your ear, O LORD, and answer me, for I am poor and needy. 

Preserve my life, for I am devoted to you; save your servant who trusts in 
you. You are my God; 

be gracious to me, O Lord, for to you do I cry all day long. 

Gladden the soul of your servant, for to you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love to all 
who call on you. 

Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; listen to my cry of supplication. 

In the day of my trouble I call on you, for you will answer me. 

There is none like you among the gods, O Lord, nor are there any works like 
yours. 

All the nations you have made shall come and bow down before you, O Lord, 
and shall glorify your name. 

For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. 



 
 
Song: Christ Be Our Light 
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 
 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 
 
Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 
 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 
 
 



 
Prayer of Brokenness/Confession 
Almighty God, we confess that at times we ignore You and Your ways 
because we are afraid of being rejected by others. We fail to do justice and 
loving-kindness; we forget to walk humbly with You. We fall into the ways of 
the world and look to our own gain instead of the well-being of others. 
Forgive us. Call us back to hear Your call of justice. Help us to listen to the 
prophets among us. Guide us back to living in Your ways, even when it is 
unpopular, even if we face ridicule. Lead us in the path of right-living. In the 
name of Christ, who conquered the cross, we pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing/Assurance of Pardon 
There is nothing God will not do for us. Christ went to the cross so that we 
might know that life is eternal and sin is not. You are forgiven, renewed and 
restored—live, and help others to live with the knowledge that God loves us 
all. Amen. 
 
Prayer 
Breathe on us, Holy Spirit. Renew in us a sense of purpose, of a life filled 
with joy, of a heart drawn to justice and mercy. Move us to compassion, to 
action, to lead lives of hope. Fill us with Your abundant love, so that we may 
love those who are hard to love, forgive those that are hard to forgive, and 
may we be reminded that You love us, forgive us, and renew us, every day. 
In the name of Jesus, who was filled with Your Spirit and resisted temptation, 
and full of Your Spirit calls us into New Life, we pray. Amen 
 
Early word 
See video: the story of Hagar and Ishmael 
 
A Reading from Scripture  

Genesis 21:8-21 

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day 
that Isaac was weaned. 

But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to 
Abraham, playing with her son Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this 



slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman shall not inherit 
along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on 
account of his son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because 
of the boy and because of your slave woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do 
as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be named for 
you. As for the son of the slave woman, I will make a nation of him also, 
because he is your offspring.” 

So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, 
and gave it to Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent 
her away. And she departed, and wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-
sheba. When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of 
the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about 
the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on the death of 
the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And 
God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from 
heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for 
God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and 
hold him fast with your hand, for I will make a great nation of him.” Then 
God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, and filled the 
skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. God was with the boy, and he 
grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. He 
lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the 
land of Egypt. 

Matthew 10:24-39 

“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is enough 
for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they 
have called the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they 
malign those of his household! “So have no fear of them; for nothing is 
covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not 
become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you 
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the 
body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and 
body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will 
fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are 
all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many 



sparrows. “Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also 
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before 
others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. “Do not think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against 
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes 
will be members of one’s own household. Whoever loves father or mother 
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more 
than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and 
follow me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 

Reflection  
See video: June 21st Do we actually want peace? 
 
Song: When I needed a neighbour 
 
When I needed a neighbour, 
Were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 
 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 
Were you there? 
 
I was hungry and thirsty, 
Were you there, were you there? 
I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 
 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 
Were you there? 
 
I was cold, I was naked, 
Were you there, were you there? 
I was cold, I was naked, were you there? 
 
And the creed and the colour 



And the name won't matter, 
Were you there? 
 
When I needed a shelter 
Were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a shelter were you there? 
 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 
Were you there? 
 
When I needed a healer, 
Were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a healer, were you there? 
 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 
Were you there? 
 
Wherever you travel, 
I'll be there, I'll be there. 
Wherever you travel, I'll be there. 
 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 
I'll be there. 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
God of those empty of hope 
and those who are cast out: 
into the chaos of every life 
you enter with the silence of love; 
when we choke on bitter memories, 
you hand us the cup of healing; 
when we wander down lonely streets, 
you bring us home to your heart. 
 



Jesus Christ, 
conqueror of sin's power: 
into our deepest pain 
where life has bottomed out, 
you dare to enter; 
when we cry out with fear, 
you cradle our hearts; 
when we face death, 
you stride out of the grave, 
pointing the way to the kingdom. 
 
Spirit of the forsaken 
and bearer of compassion: 
you are the mist shimmering 
over the valleys, 
stirring the waters of creation; 
you are the dew bathing 
the flowers every morning, 
anointing us with resurrection's grace. 
 
(offer your prayers for your community, and the world around you) 
 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
hear us as we pray as we have been taught: 
 
Our Father in heaven 
Hallowed be your name 
Your kingdom come, your will be done 
On earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread  
And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil 
For the kingdom and the power and the glory are yours,  
Now and forever,  
Amen. 
 
Sending 
As you go into your week, remember that you may be the only grace 



someone will meet this week. 
We go, to share God's graciousness with all. 
Remember you may be the only love someone will encounter this week. 
We go, to be the love of Jesus for all. 
Remember you may be the only peace  someone will find this week. 
We go, to share the Spirit of hope and reconciliation with all. 
 
 


