
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. Some of you may be in small groups, others may be alone- either is fine. 
What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and which contains 
a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
The words in italics throughout are there for your instruction and don’t necessarily need 
to be read out.  
 
As you gather, you might like to have some pens/pencils/markers and paper with you 
to engage fully. If you are worshipping with a small group, you might like to elect one 
person to lead, or take turns leading through the different sections. I suggest you at 
least take turns praying out loud, and divide up the scripture reading among you. Be 
prepared to pray extemporaneously (that is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) 
at times, and to bring the person that you are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are none of you alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Service of Worship 
 
Introduction 
Take a moment to settle yourselves, and gather your minds and hearts in to 
where your bodies are.  
Look around you. In this room, whether you’re by yourself, with your 
partner or family or with a small group of friends, you’re gathered in the 
presence of God. You’ve all come here to join with a worldwide community 
of faith; to look to the God who gives us strength, to open yourselves to the 
moving of the spirit, and to the Word.  
You are on holy ground.  
 
Call to Worship 
Come away from the burdens of the world, 
Find rest in Jesus, and be renewed in the Spirit. 
Come away from the judgments of this world, 
Find freedom in Christ, and hope of new life now. 
Come away from the way of sin in this world, 
Love God, love your neighbor, and seek forgiveness. 
Come, let us worship God, who leads us into new life. Amen. 
 
Song: Gather Us In/Here In This Place 
See video for Gather Us In by Marty Haugen 
 
Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 
 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 
We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 



 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 
But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 
 
Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
 
A prayer of love for all ages- full participation is encouraged!  
 
Our God is big (stretch arms out wide) 
Our God is close (wrap arms around self) 
Our God is loving (place hands over heart) 
Our God knows us (point at head then at another present) 
Our God likes us (give everyone a big smile) 
We thank you God for being who you are (hands outstretched above us!) 
Amen. 
 



Prayer of letting go 
Holy Spirit, we confess that we have been caught up in the movements of this 
world, that cause us to seek our own gain, our own worldly success above the 
needs of others. We confess that we often judge others by our own lives, that 
others have not worked hard enough or lived the right way. Forgive us for 
our short-sightedness, our selfish smugness that asserts we are right and 
others are wrong. Forgive us for not living as if we are last of all and servant 
of all, as Christ has taught us. Lead us into the way of life, to seek the well-
being of others, lifting up those who are in need, and loving our neighbours as 
ourselves. In the name of Christ, our Teacher, our Redeemer and Friend, we 
pray. Amen. 
 
Blessing/Assurance of Pardon 
God sets our feet on right paths.  
Every time we step away, we are given the opportunity to step back.  
Even when we stray further away, grace is available.  
God does not leave us.  
Know that God is with you, and will guide you home when you seek Christ. 
You are beloved by God, and God will not abandon you. Amen. 
 
 
Early word 
See video – the parable of the sower 
 
In this video, we see a story of some seeds who have some hard times trying 
to grow, and some who grow well, and produce fruit. This was Jesus’ way of 
trying to talk about something else, about how people who met him acted and 
thought after he spoke to them. 
 
Think about the seeds in the story. How do you think they felt at each stage?  
How do you think the Sower felt watching some of his seeds die, or get eaten 
by birds?  
How do you think he felt watching his seeds grow into beautiful trees or 
plants?  
 
God loves watching us grow too. We don’t grow exactly like plants, but we 
do, like plants, need some things to help us grow, in our bodies and also in 
our minds and hearts. What do you need to help you grow?  



How do you grow more lovely in your mind and heart?  
How do you help other people grow?  
What do you think thorns could be, in your life? 
What about your soil? What kind of soil do you think you’re in? 
 
Talk about all this with your families, if you’re with them, then pray this 
prayer together.  
 
Dear God, 
Thank you for caring about us. We pray that we will stay surrounded by good 
stuff that can help us grow into plants which make lovely fruit. Help us when 
there are thorns around that make us feel like we can’t grow, and should give 
up. Help us when we feel like we’re in the wrong place altogether, like the 
seed on the path. Help us find the good soil that will help our roots go deep, 
and help us to help one another grow as best we can. 
We love you God; scatter your seeds through our lives.  
Amen.  
If anyone would like to draw some pictures of little seeds, or growing plants, or 
something else, go right ahead! I’d love to see them.  
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 13:1-23 (verses 1-9 shown here) 
That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell 
on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on rocky 
ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since 
they had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and 
since they had no root, they withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 
anyone with ears listen!”  
 
Reflection  
See video – a parable about a lot of things 
 



Discussion or response 
In the reflection we looked at a couple of the things this parable prompts us to 
think about- spend some time now thinking about what else comes to mind 
when you sit with this story.  
Are there other ways you want to interpret it? Is there a part of it you are 
particularly drawn to?  
Ask yourself (or whoever else is with you) what you feel like you need to 
grow, or to help others to grow?  
What ideas or notions do you think are being stifled in your life or 
community, that could be life giving?  
What can you give more time or air to, in order to help God’s Kingdom 
flourish?  
 
Offering 
Think about what you were just reflecting on- what can you offer to God’s 
Kingdom for its flourishing and growth- can you cultivate it in others’ lives, 
can you give more space to prayer and scripture in your own life, can you 
think of other things you can give to the world around you so all may flourish?  
Write some of them down to remind you throughout the coming week what 
you’ve decided to give.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Holy One, You called us into being out of Your love for all of creation. You 
create in us new life, and give us new hearts for seeking Your ways of justice, 
peace and reconciliation. Even though we still sin, Loving God, You give us 
the opportunity to journey again with You. You forgive us and renew us. In 
all of creation we see signs of Your promise of new life.  
Help us to turn away from the ways of the world, ways we have created to 
get ahead, to have more, to do more for ourselves, and instead remember 
that You created us in Your image, to be caretakers for the earth and to be 
Your children, Your family. Help us to seek reconciliation with those we are 
estranged from, forgiveness from those we have hurt, and justice for those we 
have failed to speak out for.  
 
(hold silence) 
 



Spirit of Life, guide us to live as You taught us, to serve one another, to love 
one another, and to help prepare for the reign of God on earth as it is in 
heaven. Help us to turn away from quick impulses and tempting gains, and to 
seek the needs of others and to live into Your commandments. May we learn 
from the ancient words of Scripture, the experiences of our ancestors in faith, 
but may we follow Your words in our heart, that continuously call us to seek 
out our brothers and sisters in need. 
 
(here you may hold silence or pray aloud for the needs of the world and your 
community) 
 
In all our living, may we 
be freed to see things afresh, 
be more fully alive, 
and have the courage to keep faith in the future of humanity, 
Creator Spirit, Life-giving Spirit, Nurturing Spirit. 
 
In the name of Christ, who gives us the promise of New Life through his life, 
death and resurrection, we pray.  
Amen. 
 
 
Song: You Shall Go Out With Joy 
See video for Trees of the Field by Bill and Gloria Gaither 
  
You shall go out with joy 
And be let forth with peace, 
And the mountains and the hills 
Will break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy 
And the trees of the fields 
Will clap, will clap their hands. 
 
And the trees of the fields will clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields will clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields will clap their hands, 
While you go out with joy. 
 



Sending 
Go forth as God's people. 
We will sow seeds of love and joy in the world. 
Go forth as Christ's true friends. 
We will sow seeds of justice and hope in oppression-strewn paths. 
Go forth as the Spirit's love. 
We will sow seeds of peace and reconciliation in every corner of creation. 
 
In the name of the Sower, the Spirit, the Son,  
Amen.  
 


