
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. Some of you may be in small groups, others may be alone- either is fine. 
What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and which contains 
a few additional elements you can opt to partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
The words in italics throughout are there for your instruction and don’t necessarily need 
to be read out.  
 
As you gather, you might like to have some pens/pencils/markers and paper with you 
to engage fully. If you are worshipping with a small group, you might like to elect one 
person to lead, or take turns leading through the different sections. I suggest you at 
least take turns praying out loud, and divide up the scripture reading among you. Be 
prepared to pray extemporaneously (that is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) 
at times, and to bring the person that you are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are none of you alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Service of Worship 
 
Call to Worship 
The Creator has planted seeds in all of us, 
May we nurture good deeds and loving-kindness. 
Jesus is calling us to bear spiritual fruit, 
 May we bless and build up others for the reign of God. 
The Holy Spirit moves in us, encouraging us to grow 
May we be nurtured, may we be blessed and may we grow in this 
time of worship. 
 
Time of thankfulness 
Ask yourself ‘where or how have I grown over the last month or so?’ 
It might be a skill you’ve learnt, or a discipline you’ve been practicing  
It might be in the way you’ve learnt to notice the world around you more, 
Or your ability to relax and let yourself be 
 
Think for a while on it, and then thank God for this gift. If you can’t think of 
anything, that’s ok! Spend some time in prayer anyway, confident that God is working 
for your growth, behind the scenes.  
 
A prayer: 
God you help us grow, even when we don’t feel like we are.  
Thank you for stretching us taller, 
For sending our roots deep into good soil, 
For opening our faces to the sun. 
Thank you for all the ways we are more ourselves today. 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayer of Letting Go 
 
Creator God,  
we confess before You that we do not follow the ways of the world You 
created, but instead follow the ways of the world we have created, in which 
we put ourselves above others, that our needs and desires are more important 
than anyone else’s.  



We put worldly success, fame and satisfaction above the needs of others, 
especially the people we do not see. Forgive us. Call us back into Your 
intention at our creation, to love others and to love You, to be good stewards 
of all You have given us and to participate in Your reign.  
Help us to turn away from the temptations of the world we have created, and 
to turn back to You. In the name of Jesus, who leads us into life, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
Blessing/Assurance of Pardon (from Psalm 139) 
Where can we go from the Spirit? Where can we hide from God’s presence? 
There is no place we can go where we will be forgotten by God. There is no 
place we can fall into that God cannot find us. God restores us, and sets our 
feet back on right paths. We are forgiven, loved, and restored. Go and share 
the Good News, that God loves you madly. Amen. 
 
Song: Love Divine All Loves Excelling 
See video  
Love divine, all loves excelling 
Joy of Heaven to Earth come down 
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 
All Thy faithful mercies crown 
Jesus, Thou art all compassion 
Pure, unbounded love Thou art 
Visit us with Thy salvation 
Enter every trembling heart 
Breathe, O breathe, Thy loving spirit 
Into every troubled breast 
Let us all in Thee inherit 
Let us find that second rest 
Take away the love of sinning 
Alpha and Omega be 
End of faith, as its beginning 
Sets our hearts at liberty 
 
Come almighty to deliver 
Let us all Thy life receive 
Suddenly return and never 
Never more Thy temples leave 



Thee we would be always blessing 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 
Pray, and praise Thee without ceasing 
Glory in Thy perfect love 
 
Finish then Thy new creation  
Pure and spotless let us be  
Let us see Thy great salvation  
Perfectly restored in Thee  
Changed from glory into glory  
'Til in Heaven we take our place  
'Til we cast our crowns before Thee  
Lost in wonder, love and praise 
'Til in Heaven we take our place 
'Til we cast our crowns before Thee 
Lost in wonder, love and praise 
 
Early Word 
See link for Early Word- Where is God?  
 
(Psalm 139:1-12, 24-25- from the Message) 
 GOD, investigate my life; 
    get all the facts firsthand. 
I’m an open book to you; 
    even from a distance, you know what I’m thinking. 
You know when I leave and when I get back; 
    I’m never out of your sight. 
You know everything I’m going to say 
    before I start the first sentence. 
I look behind me and you’re there, 
    then up ahead and you’re there, too— 
    your reassuring presence, coming and going. 
This is too much, too wonderful— 
    I can’t take it all in! 
 Is there anyplace I can go to avoid your Spirit? 
    to be out of your sight? 
If I climb to the sky, you’re there! 
    If I go underground, you’re there! 



If I flew on morning’s wings 
    to the far western horizon, 
You’d find me in a minute— 
    you’re already there waiting! 
Then I said to myself, “Oh, he even sees me in the dark! 
    At night I’m immersed in the light!” 
It’s a fact: darkness isn’t dark to you; 
    night and day, darkness and light, they’re all the same to you. 
Investigate my life, O God, 
    find out everything about me; 
Cross-examine and test me, 
    get a clear picture of what I’m about; 
See for yourself whether I’ve done anything wrong— 
    then guide me on the road to eternal life. 
 
Scripture Reading  
Matthew 13:24-30 
He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody 
was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then 
went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds 
appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, 
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these 
weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said 
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he replied, ‘No; 
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let 
both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell 
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, 
but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
 
Reflection 
See link- the Kingdom of God is like a messy field? 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
The needs of the world are too many and large for us. But not for God. 
We bring our prayers to the Sower of peace: 
  



For our nation 
Author of the universe, at night the sign of the Cross rises and sets over our 
land. Grant that the hour may come when the Man of the Cross will be 
welcomed into every heart, and into every street, office, school, court and 
parliament. May the love of Christ flourish and his values transform our land. 
  
For the homeless 
God of the “Son of Man who had nowhere to lay his head,” please be with all 
who will sleep outdoors tonight in the cold. Bless the efforts of those agencies 
who try to help them. Please make us more determined to build a society and 
world where everyone who wants shelter can obtain it. 
  
For aboriginal communities 
We pray, Holy Friend, that you will help our nation to deal wisely and justly 
and compassionately with the indigenous people of this land. We pray with 
deep yearning for that wonderful tomorrow when aboriginal citizens will be 
largely numbered among our pastors and theologians, our scientists, prime 
ministers, high court judges, and among our teachers, guides and dearest 
counsellors. 
  
For those who suffer 
Immortal Love, rest your suffering children in your Divine compassion, and 
with fingers of supreme tenderness dislodge the seeds of disease. In daylight 
hours encircle them with human kindness, and in the long night hours 
surround them with that holy warmth of your Spirit which nothing can deny. 
  
For our own witness 
God of both our neighbours and our enemies, assist us to be a help, not a 
hindrance, to them. May our quiet faith steady the wavering, our sturdy hope 
encourage the faint-hearted, and our sincere compassion soften those who 
appear heartless. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. 
Amen!     
 
Song: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing 
See video  
 
Sent forth by God’s blessing,  
Our true faith confessing,  



The people of God from His dwelling take leave.  
The Supper is ended.  
O now be extended  
The fruits of this service in all who believe.  
The seed of His teaching,  
Receptive souls reaching, 
Shall blossom in action for God and for all.  
His grace did invite us,  
His love shall unite us  
To work for God’s kingdom and answer His call.  
With praise and thanksgiving  
To God ever-living,  
The tasks of our ev’ryday life we will face.  
Our faith ever sharing,  
In love ever caring,  
Embracing His children of each tribe and race.  
With Your feast You feed us,  
With Your light now lead us;  
Unite us as one in this life that we share.  
Then may all the living  
With praise and thanksgiving  
Give honor to Christ and His name that we bear. 
 
Sending 
 
Go forth to seek glimpses of God’s Kingdom wherever you go 
Go forth to trust in the one who sows the seeds and who watches over us all 
Go forth in love to grow and to bless the Lord 


