
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may find yourselves. 
Some of you may be in small groups, others may be alone- either is fine. What follows is a framework 
that you can alter if the desire arises, and which contains a few additional elements you can opt to 
partake of.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. Therefore, I suggest 
you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, spacious, and beautiful as possible, and 
still yourselves before you begin. You may like to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to 
remind you that you gather in the presence of Christ.  
 
As you gather, you might like to have some pens/pencils/markers and paper with you to engage 
fully. If you are worshipping with a small group, you might like to elect one person to lead, or take 
turns leading through the different sections. I suggest you at least take turns praying out loud, and 
divide up the scripture reading among you. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that is prayer that 
is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you are into this time of 
worship.  
 
And remember, you are none of you alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A Service of Worship Sunday 26TH July 2020 
 
Welcome and call to worship 
The joy of the Lord Jesus Christ be always with you. 
And also with you. 
Seek the Lord, seek the Lord’s strength, 
seek God’s face now and evermore.  
Amen 
 
Hymn the Great Love of God  

1. The great love of God 
Is revealed in the Son 
Who came to this world 
To redeem everyone. 
 

2. That love like a stream  
Flowing clear to the sea 
Makes clean every heart 
That from sin would be free 
 

3. It binds the whole world 
Every bsrrier it breaks 
The hills it lays low 
And the moutain it shakes. 
 

4. It is ours it is mine 
O how lavishly given 
The pearl of great price 
And the treasure of heaven. 

 
CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE 
God’s merciful arms are open, even before we repent and turn to him. 
Let us pray.  
Loving God, we know we don’t have to make ourselves wallow in remorse before seeking 
your healing love. 
You understand our human nature; you know how unproductive and wasteful it is for us 
to get hooked on binges of guilt. 
Here and now we place before you the story of our successes and failures, our virtues and 
our sins, without trying to hide anything. 
Please give us thankful hearts for all that has been beautiful and good, 



and give us the love to repent for that which has been ugly and evil.  
Help us to turn sharply away from all that is twisted and wrong, 
from all that neglects others and all that hurts others. 
Help us to turn away from all that harms our own souls,  
from everything that mars the inner divine image  
which is our truest nature and priceless treasure.  
Help us to turn completely towards you  
and move towards the beauty of your holiness.  
By faith, we accept from you the saving love that forgives, restores and recommissions us 
for the business of glorifying you by loving service through all the common scenes of life.  
This is our need, and this is our prayer. Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen  
 
The Assurance 
Our God is the one who speaks through Christ Jesus and says: “Woman, man, your sins 
are forgiven you.” Hear the very word of the Lord. It is spoken for the likes of you. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
Early word 
See link for Early word with Bron 
 
 
Bible readings 
PSALM 105:1-10 
Be thankful, call on the name of our God, 
            let it be heard among all nations! 
Sing, sing, sing your best praises, 
            tell the wonderful things God has done! 
Revel and delight in our God’s name, 
            let all seekers rise up and celebrate! 
Set your mind on God’s type of strength, 
            set your heart on the presence of the Spirit! 
Remember all the great things that have happened, 
            the unexpected deeds and justice of God,  
by love we are spirit-children of Abraham, 
            sisters and brothers of the chosen people. 
Our trust is in the living God 
            whose decisions determine life on earth. 
God’s covenant is never forgotten, 
            it will stand for a thousand generations. 
It is the same covenant made with Abraham, 
            the pledges made to Isaac. 



The divine vows confirmed on Jacob 
            through Christ are with us all forever. 
                                                                                                 
 
Matthew 13: 31-33, 44-52 
 
The Parables of the Mustard Seed and the Yeast  
He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a 
man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all seeds, yet when it grows, 
it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds come and perch in its 
branches.”  
He told them still another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took 
and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”  
The Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl 
 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls.  When he found 
one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 
The Parable of the Net 
 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and 
caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then 
they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how 
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the 
righteous and throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.  
 “Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 
“Yes,” they replied. 
He said to them, “Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the 
kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new 
treasures as well as old.” 
 
REFLECTION 
See link for video, or read on below 
 
Short and unforgettable. That is how I would sum up the brief parables that Jesus told 
about one priceless pearl and about hidden treasure 
Jesus of Nazareth, It takes a unique genius to be able to compress into a brief picture the 
essence of something so profound that earth and heaven cannot contain it. He is that 
unique genius. I am just a fumbling apprentice, still finding my way, still searching for 
words to hint at the majesty of God’s sublime, living Word. 
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN? 



“The kingdom of heaven is like...”  
 
What is this kingdom of heaven of which Jesus so regularly speaks of as good news?  
It is the very realm of God, upon us, around us, within us. A realm announced, and 
implemented by the radical words and deeds of Jesus. Heaven is not some distant reality. 
It is here now. And we know it by trusting Christ. By taking the leap of faith. Not by 
proof, but by trust and commitment. 
 In and through Jesus, this kingdom comes and is proclaimed with great joy. It is a cause of 
immense happiness because nothing else in all creation is worth even 1% of this! 
 
JESUS USES CREDIBLE SITUATIONS 
Jesus said:  
            “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which a man discovered. 
              He became so excited that he went off and sold everything he possessed,  
              This is not a farfetched story; although the idea of buried treasure is more like the 
old world than our contemporary age. Most of us do not bury treasure. Not in this age of 
creeping inflation. Although some foolish folk do hide money in mattress or under a floor 
board. Then as they grow elderly, a few even forget where they hid it. Others have an 
accident and die without any other person knowing the secret. I can understand a similar 
thing happening in the ancient world. Treasure was buried, but sometimes through 
premature death the owner was never able to come back and recover it. So this story is set 
in the real world. 
 
So is the second mini parable: 
            The kingdom of heaven is like a jewel merchant, on the lookout for the most valuable  pearls. 
With great excitement he discovered one of exceptional quality. He rushed off   and sold everything he 
had in order to possess for himself this one exceptional pearl. 
Again the scene is not farfetched. It fits the times in which Jesus lived. Apart from gold, 
pearls were the most valuable treasure. These days of course, there is controlled 
production and controlled marketing. Big companies release pearls at a set rate and keep 
the price at selected levels. The chances today of a trader coming across an almost 
priceless pearl, and being able to quickly procure it, is not great. 
 
For those to whom Jesus was speaking, the scenario was quite rare but not unlikely. Just 
as today folk joke about “when I win the Lotto,” so in those times they would joke about 
“when I find treasure in my field” or “when I find a priceless pearl.” 
Jesus had his feet on the ground. He used the real experiences of life in order to convey his 
remarkable good news of the kingdom of heaven. 
Note that the first man found treasure by good fortune.   
 



By some chance he happened to be at the right place and the right time. Maybe he tripped 
over something on the ground and found the cause had been the half exposed handle of a 
silver bowl. Maybe dog had been digging and partly uncovered the glint of gold. 
He was lucky. This was not some prospector being rewarded for years of hard experience. 
Nor was this was not some devotee of metal detectors painstakingly combing over the old 
gold fields at Bendigo or Ballarat. He was just plain lucky. 
 
At this stage I am not going to argue about the difference between luck and coincidence. 
Between coincidence and providence.  
Applying this parable to the Gospel message, then, we have here the person who has not 
been searching through the long years for faith. Out of the blue something happens. The 
light shines. Divine truth becomes an enlivening, pulsing reality. Strike me lucky! To their 
own surprise they able to make that remarkable statement “I believe.” 
The second man in the parable of the pearl of great price brings years of skill and 
knowledge to the quest. There is no surprise that he should come across such a jewel. In 
truth, if you would expect a person to make a great find, it would be a seasoned merchant 
like this one. He brings years of experience into the market place. He had been searching 
for such good fortune for much of his life. 
 
Looking for pearls is his business. One could almost be tempted to say: “This man 
deserved to find his hearts desire.” He made his great find after devoting his life to the 
business. If he did not deserve it, then who did? 
Proceed cautiously at this point. Did he really deserve it? Yes, he was a searcher, that is 
true. But no doubt there were many other keen merchants, their heart set on a big find, 
who would go to their grave without finding their hearts desire. Even among those skilled 
and dedicated to their search, good fortune seems to smile on some, and not on others. 
Even the devoted searcher should sound a note of “strike me lucky!” 
So it is with the kingdom of heaven, the realm of God’s precious love. The person who 
without looking unexpectedly finds the treasure of God’s love in Jesus Christ, does seem 
extremely lucky! On the other hand, those who after years of spiritual devotion, finally 
encounter the living Truth that sets them free, might be tempted to think they deserve it. 
Yet it is not so. No one “deserves” to find the pearl of great price. It is an unearnable 
bonus.  
 
In this whole matter of finding and trusting the kingdom of heaven, there is a puzzle. A 
mystery. Why do some believe and others do not, even though some they say they wish 
they could? Why the discrepancies? 
Why? Two casual characters walk through the same field, one trips over a treasure, one 
does not.  
Why? Two earnest searchers go looking for God’s pearl of great price, one finds it the 
other does not.  



Why? Why do I have the gift of faith and my brother does not. Why do you have the joy of 
the kingdom of heaven and your sister does not? Why do we find ourselves caught up in 
the good news of Christ Jesus while our good living, kindly neighbour knows only 
disbelief? 
Is it fair?  
 
It may not seem fair. But life is not fair. Nor can you measure the kingdom by a word like 
fairness. In his parables Jesus was intent on taking us beyond the notion of fairness, to that 
awesome wonder called the free love of God. Love is much more than fairness, much 
better than bare justice. We enter a field of extravagance which cannot be measured by 
our petty human notions of a fair go.  
In the parable of the prodigal son, the love of the father goes beyond fairness, much to the 
annoyance of the elder son. Recall also the parable of the workers in the vineyard, where 
some toil for twelve hours, some six and some only one hour, yet all receive the same 
wage? Remember how the twelve-hour workers, although they do receive the agreed 
wage, protest against the others getting the same reward? They reckon it is not fair. Of 
course it is not fair by our standards. The love of God exceeds human notions of fairness. 
There is at the heart of belief and unbelief mystery. It has puzzled Christians from the 
earliest days. Why are some saved and others seem to perish in their sins? Why do some 
see the light like Paul on the road to Damascus, and others like high priest Caiaphas 
remain in the dark? 
 
FAITH IS NOT A REWARD 
Some of you are as lucky as the man who found treasure in a field, although he did not go 
looking for it. Some of you are like the hardworking pearl merchant who found his heart’s 
desire after many years.  But that does not mean that some of you are favourites of God. 
Nor that the hard working pearl seekers are superior to the fortunate treasure finders. Nor 
does it mean that any of us here today you are more deserving, or more valuable in God’s 
eyes than all the unbelieving souls around you outside these doors 
Why? It is mystery. Let the mystery stay with God. And be certain, a hundred percent 
certain, of this: God loves the unbelievers just as much as God loves believers. It is not 
God’s wish that even one human being should perish without hope. 
            What we understand about the kingdom of heaven is only a minuscule fragment of 
the full picture.  
  Yet that little we do understand and trust, is massively greater than all the other truths    
Maybe the sharp wedge-point of the two tiny parables of treasure and pearls is in the 
following: that both of these men realised that others things would have to go. They sold 
everything else they had, that they might enter into the joy of the beauty and wealth that 
was now available to them. Nothing was worth more. No sacrifice was too great. 
Even if you strike it lucky as the man who, while crossing a field, stumbles on a treasure, 
you still have to make the costly decision to make it yours. 



The kingdom of heaven must come first if it is ever to enfold you into its glory, in dwell 
you with its joy, bless you with its beauty, and nurture you with that holy friendship for 
which you were created. 
Hidden treasure. A priceless pearl. Through that wonderful Teller of Parables, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the pearl and the treasure are offered to you this day. 
AMEN 
 
 
PRAYERS FOR OTHERS 
Prayers for others 
Lord, we come before You in troubling times. Especially at this time of Covid, we see 
people in need, struggling to get through each day. May we have a heightened awareness 
of those who are suffering: physically, mentally, socially and economically, as time goes 
on. Please heal, strengthen and comfort all who need Your care. Lord, show us the way 
we can lighten the burden of others by sharing their load and taking responsibility for 
action. Teach us to see people through the eyes of Jesus and may we answer Your call to 
serve. 
Holy God, you created our magnificent world. You created humans to live in a perfect 
relationship with You. Sadly, we have used and abused this privilege of creation. Revive in 
us an attitude of responsibility and shared accountability as caretakers of Your creation. 
Father God, Your Word tells us repeatedly and emphatically that You are Master of the 
Universe. You watch over the nations, and each person under the sun. You know what is 
going on at all times. You know everything about us, all the time. You know our 
thoughts, our fears, our tears, our loneliness, our uncertainty; all our emotions. 
Strengthen our trust; keep us in the truth. 
You live in us through the Holy Spirit. You are always with us; always present. However 
sometimes when we are anxious, we fail to see You in situations. We can begin to doubt; 
feel our prayers have gone unheard. Bring us Your comfort and Your peace. Jesus asked us 
to take His yoke upon us and He would help us share our burdens. 
 
Take a short time of silence to lift up to Jesus, those you personally know who need help. Don’t forget 
yourself and your family.  
 
Lord God, we know and thank You for answering our prayers. Bless Carlynne for her 
ministry, her support and her pastoral care for us all at Ballarat South. 
Strengthen, refresh and uplift her in her ministry. 
 
In JESUS’ precious name. Amen 
 
 
Hymn  TIS   655 



1. O let the Son of God enfold you 
With his Spirit and his love 
Let him fill you heart and satisfy your soul 
O let him have the things that hold you 
And his spirit like a dove 
Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
Refrain 
Jesus , O Jesus come and fill our lives 
Jesus, O Jesus come and fill our lives. 

2. O come and sing this song with gladness 
As your hearts are filled with joy 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name 
O give him all your tears and sadness 
Give him all your years of pain 
And you’ll enter into life in Jesus name. 
Refrain 
Jesus , O Jesus come and fill our lives 
Jesus, O Jesus come and fill our lives. 

 
SENDING OUT 
 
If God is for us, what is there to be afraid of? 
What is there that could separate us from the love of Christ? 
   Could hardship, distress, persecution or famine? 
   Could destitution, unexpected dangers, or violence?  
No way! 
   In all such troubles we are better than winners through 
   the One who so utterly loves us. 
 
The love of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
will be with you now and always. 
Amen! 
 
 
 
  
 
 


