
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. Some of you may be in family groups, others may be alone- either is 
fine. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and which 
contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake in.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
As you gather, you might like to have some pens/pencils/markers and paper with you 
to engage fully. Pause and make notes as you go along. Write responses you would like 
to make in your own life. 
If you are with other people, I suggest you at least take turns praying out loud, and 
divide up the scripture reading among you. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that 
is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you 
are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are none of you alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Service of Worship  
 
 
Call to Worship 
Though we are not together, we are the body of Christ 
We are here to draw close to something 
We are here to meet with the holy 
To carve space out for something profound, and simple 
We come to pay attention, to talk with God,  
To sing our story, to learn to see again. 
 
Let us meet with the One who names us,  
Who sees us, who shows us how to live 
And live well. 
 
An Acknowledgement of Country 
As we gather we remember that wherever we are, we meet on lands that 
have been held, loved and known by the First Peoples of this land for 
generations. We remember too that these people knew and met with the 
great Creator Spirit long before second peoples came here. We remember 
that this land we stand, sit, or walk on was never ceded. May we long with 
our hearts and our actions for reconciliation and healing.  
 
Song- Gather us in 
 
This song has long been a favourite of mine, and can be heard at just about any 
Uniting Church event you go to. It calls us boldly out of ourselves and into a 
challenging and bright vision of what the church is and can be. Though its language 
can seem to be about gathering us physically together, I hope as you sing or hear it 
during this time you hear it speaking of more than simply this time of worship, and 
instead of a desire for God to gather all of us, even separate as we are, into God’s 
vision.  
 
Here in this place new light is streaming 
Now is the darkness vanished away 
See in this space our fears and our dreamings 
Brought here to you in the light of this day 



 
Gather us in, the lost and forsaken 
Gather us in, the blind and the lame 
Call to us now and we shall awaken 
We shall arise at the sound of our name 
 
We are the young, our lives are a mystery 
We are the old who yearn for your face 
We have been sung throughout all of history 
Called to be light to the whole human race 
 
Gather us in, the rich and the haughty 
Gather us in, the proud and the strong 
Give us a heart so meek and so lowly 
Give us the courage to enter the song 
 
Here we will take the wine and the water 
Here we will take the bread of new birth 
Here you shall call your sons and your daughters 
Call us anew to be salt for the earth 
 
Give us to drink the wine of compassion 
Give us to eat the bread that is you 
Nourish us well and teach us to fashion 
Lives that are holy and hearts that are true 
 
Not in the dark of buildings confining 
Not in some heaven light years away 
But here in this place the new light is shining 
Now is the kingdom, now is the day 
 
Gather us in and hold us forever 
Gather us in and make us your own 
Gather us in, all peoples together 
Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 
 
A time of prayer.  
In a complicated world, we have been gifted with much.  



We have much to learn,  
Much to be thankful for, and  
Much that we can lay down.  
 
Let’s pray, beginning with the words of Psalm 67- remember, Selah is a word that 
indicates a pause shall be taken. A moment to let what you have just prayed or sung 
simply be.  

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face to shine upon us,  

Selah 

that your way may be known upon earth, your saving power among all 
nations. 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity 
and guide the nations upon earth.  

Selah 

Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you. 

The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, has blessed us. 

May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere him. 

Amen. 

We carry heavy loads 
With varying amounts of stuff in them 
Sometimes regret 
Sometimes sorrow 
Sometimes guilt 
So now is the time we can lay them down. 
 
A prayer of Letting Go 
When we are full of the pain of waiting 
When we are small with confusion 



When we are broken into a million pieces  
When we have been blind and stupid 
And when our mistakes seem to tie us into knots  
And know us better than we know ourselves; 
Have mercy on us, call us home,  
Undo our knots,  
And help us climb once again into your arms.  
Amen. 
 
We are welcomed again, and again, and again to God’s table.  
We are named and bound to the promise of life and joy.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Early Word 
See video link 
 
Spend some time at home thinking about the things that you could do that 
might make others feel bad (often by accident) and the things you can do (and 
probably do already!) that make people feel good.  
 
And pray this prayer together: 
 
Jesus our friend and teacher, 
Help us love one another. 
Remind us to be careful in what we say and do. 
Remind us that to be loving is a wonderful thing. 
Help us put out good in the world. 
Thank you for making us like you, 
Amen.  
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 15:10-28 

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it 
is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out 
of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples approached and said to him, “Do 
you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” He 
answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be 
uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind 



person guides another, both will fall into a pit.” But Peter said to him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the 
stomach, and goes out into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth 
proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. For out of the heart come 
evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 
slander. These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does 
not defile.” 

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then 
a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 
mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged 
him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt 
before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the 
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered 
her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 
her daughter was healed instantly. 

A Conversation 
See video link 
In place of a reflection today, please enjoy a (slightly long) conversation between 
Carlynne and Rev Dr Robyn Whitaker, about the passage above and what it might say 
to us.  
 
Response:  

Spend some time thinking about the people you might have 
thought would be outside of God’s welcome, or who are outside of 
yours.  
What does it mean to you that Jesus talked this way, and seemed 
to change his mind? 
What does it mean to you that Jesus was sent to the Jews, but 
seems here, and certainly by the end of Matthew to be considering 
himself a gift for the whole world? Does it change how you view 
yourself?  
 



Consider what you can do in your daily life, prayer life, giving or 
speaking to extend God’s spacious and abundant welcome to 
others.  

 
Prayers of the People  
In our reading for today Jesus is (eventually) moved by a woman who is begging him for 
mercy.  
Her cry can be heard in the refrain Kyrie Eleison, which means Lord have mercy 
(pronounced Kir-ee-ay Ehl-ay-sonn) and which has been sung by the church for 
generations.  
Today as we bring our prayers for the world before the Lord, we will repeat the refrain  
asking for God’s justice, love and mercy to pour onto those we love and remember. 
There is a recorded version available to listen and possible sing along to if you’d like. 
Otherwise simply say the words.  
 
God the healer, God the one who hears, we the people bring you our prayers; 
 
We think of those who, like the Canaanite woman, long for healing. Those 
who are desperate for a cure, who might not know where to turn, who have 
to see their loved ones suffer. Lord- grant them healing and peace.  
 
Kyrie Eleison.  
 
We remember those who have lost much- jobs, faith, possibilities, who dwell 
in uncertainty and grief. Lord- grant them hope, and presence.  
 
Kyrie Eleison.  
 
We think of our families, and communities, separated and sometimes lonely, 
hurting and sometimes filled with anxiety. Lord- grant calm and your 
accompanying spirit.  
 
Kyrie Eleison.  
 
We know relative peace here, but we know too that there are many places on 
earth not as lucky as us. We remember those who have fled their homes, who 
have been traumatised by war and dissent. We pray for peace and unity 
throughout all lands. 



 
Kyrie Eleison.  
 
Help us remember to speak with love, to use our actions to bring people 
closer to the joy of your Kingdom. Show us when we would disagree that 
even your Son was capable of changing his mind. Help us lay down our 
stubbornness and be saturated in your inexhaustible mercy.  
 
Kyrie Eleison. 
 
You are invited to bring your own prayers to the God who loves us all.  
 
Amen.  
 
Song - Let Us Build A House Where Love Can Dwell 
 
This song has great lyrics that speak about God’s extensive and abundant welcome to 
all. Because we sing it in church we often feel like it is talking about “this place” being 
our church buildings, and rightfully so- all should be welcome there, and indeed the 
lyrics do seem to be talking about the glorious things that being a church both physical 
and metaphorical means.  
But being separate from our buildings offers us the chance to consider what this welcome 
looks like in a broader sense. As you sing or listen to this song, you could use it as a 
prayer for how you would like your house or your church to be in future, or indeed your 
life itself. Or you could imagine God’s beautiful, upside down, vast, tiny, strange 
kingdom, bursting into life all over, creeping into parts of the world we didn’t think 
would be possible, and extending its invitation of life and joy to all, in every place- 
even to us.  
 
Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live,  
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive;  
built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;  
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:  
 
All are welcome,  
all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  
 



Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true,  
where all God's children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God's grace;  
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:  
 
All are welcome,  
all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat:  
a banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet.  
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space,  
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  
 
All are welcome,  
all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone  
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known.  
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God's face;  
let us bring an end to fear and danger:  
 
All are welcome,  
all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  
 
Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard  
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word.  
Built of tears and cries and laughter,  
prayers of faith and songs of grace, let this house proclaim from floor to 
rafter: 
 
All are welcome,  
all are welcome,  
all are welcome in this place.  
 
Sending 



 
You are sent from this time away from the normal rhythms of life back to 
them;  
sent to love and to see the stranger as someone capable of challenging Jesus 
himself;  
sent to consider how we colour the world around us;  
sent to ask for and to give mercy;  
sent to honour differing traditions; 
to remind ourselves that we are not gatekeepers for God’s Kingdom; 
To remember that we too have been offered a gracious welcome.  
And thanks be to God for that.  
 
Amen. 


