
Good morning friends.  
 
Today is Share Sunday. It offers us a chance to explore in our worship the world around us, 
and how it is experienced by too many in our nation. Our faith calls us to face head on both 
the sufferings and the joys that are a part of the lives of our brothers and sisters, and to 
commit to standing with them, and to providing relief and support where possible. Today we 
look briefly at the problem of homelessness. As you listen, and connect with the extra 
resources we have, all provided by Uniting for Share Sunday, I ask you to pray, and to dare 
to dream about a different world.  
 
Our reading from Exodus today provides a compelling context for our Share Sunday focus 

on youth homelessness. It tells a story of a 
promise made to a people who had suffered a 
great deal as a minority people under an 
oppressive regime, a displaced people on an 
uncertain journey, with little in their past to 
encourage in them a sense of hope for what 
might come to them in their future.  In the 
midst of their uncertainty, and their 
understandable sense of despair, we hear in 
our reading an extraordinary invitation to hope 
– this promise: 
 
“I have observed the misery of my people…..I 

have heard their cry…. Indeed, I know their sufferings, and I have come down to 
deliver them… to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” (Ex 3:7-8). 

 
It is at once a promise that reveals not only what it is that we, as this people, can hope for, 
but also the identity of the one who makes the promise. This is the one who sees, who 
listens, who knows and understands, and then who acts, in profound solidarity, to bring 
healing and hope to a dispirited people. This is the one who ‘comes down’, to meet the 
people where they are, in their need, to walk alongside them. But more than that, to then 
lead them into that promised place, that ‘good and broad land’, where they will find 
sustenance, respite, rest, and relief from those past sufferings – a place they can call home. 
 
As one of the foundational stories of our shared faith, this promise of a home or homeland 
shapes our hopes for ourselves and indeed for all people. It is a beautiful, persistent, 
insistent hope: A hope that holds a particular challenge to us as people of faith as we turn 
our focus to the wicked problem of homelessness in our Australian community this Share 
Sunday. And it is a wicked problem, in every sense of that word. 
 
 
The numbers are startling and disturbing. On any given night, 24, 000 Australians are 
homeless. Over 195,000 Australians are currently on social housing waiting lists. Think 
about the cold nights we’ve had recently and what it might be like to sleep rough. Think 
about the uncertainty we’ve all felt recently and what it might be like if added to that was the 
terror of not knowing if or when you would finally find a permanent or even just semi 
permanent place to live. 
 
 
  
 
 
 



The most disturbing statistic is the easiest and most necessary one for us to remember. The  
sad reality is that 2 out 5 people who experience homelessness are under the age of 25.  
 
Over recent months, many of us have experienced – far more intensely than ever before – 
the centrality and significance of what it is to have a place to call home. While we may have 
grown a little weary of our far too familiar ‘four walls and roof’, we, nonetheless, have felt the 
comfort and security of that place of rest and respite from the viral menace threatening our 
communities. Our homes have become the places where we work, continue our education 
or educate our kids, attend our virtual doctor’s appointments, connect with our friends, our 
church. Alongside, of course those more prosaic comforts of a bed to sleep in, a fridge of 
food to raid (far too often) a bathroom to escape to for privacy as much as those more 
traditional functions. We have a new appreciation of all it means to have a home, and a 
sharper perception too of what it means if you do not. What does it mean for those 2 young 
people out of every five for whom homelessness is their reality? 
 
 
These are indeed troubling statistics. It can be tempting to be overwhelmed by the numbers, 
by the sheer scale of the problem.  But as people of faith, the beneficiaries of a promise 
more compelling than any statistics, we must not allow ourselves to be overwhelmed. We 
have a promise to live out of and live into – no matter how wicked the problem seems. And 
promises of course are not in the end about statistics or problems. Promises are about 
people, they are made to people.   
 
 
Our invitation this Share Sunday, extended through our shared faith, an in particular our 
reading form Exodus, is to grab hold of an ancient but ever new promise and ask how that 
might inform our response, not to the problem of homelessness, but to the young people at 
risk of or experiencing homelessness.  Is there hope for them for that promise of a good and 
broad land? If not flowing with milk and honey, then at least a warm bed, a well stocked 
fridge, and a good internet connection to help them to stay connected to their opportunities 
for access to education, support, friendship, medical care, employment. 
 
Will we grab hold of that promise and commit our time, talents, and yes, our money, to doing 
our little bit for that promise to come to fruition? 
 
There were two video stories sent out in the email, Janet’s story and Jordan’s. Please take a 
few minutes and watch these two beautiful stories of what can happen when we see beyond 
overwhelming statistics; when we see, listen, understand and stand in solidarity with our 
young people. 
 
Watch:  
Janet’s story – https://vimeo.com/423497295 
Jordan’s story - https://vimeo.com/423497980 
 


