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SHARE SUNDAY 2020  
 
Sunday 30th August 
 

A place to call home.  
Focus on Youth Homelessness 
 
  
1. Introduction 
 
Share Sunday is an opportunity for the whole of the Uniting Church to 
celebrate the incredible community services being undertaken by our 
agencies, parish missions, presbyteries and congregations. It is also an 
invitation to continue to explore how we can partner together as we 
respond to Christ’s calling to serve humanity seeking to create an 
inclusive, connected and just world.  
 
 
This year, the focus of our Share Sunday resources is youth 
homelessness, around the theme of ‘A place to call home.’   
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A Service of Worship 
 
Call to Worship 
 
God calls and gathers us as one people, uniting us together in a life of 
loving communion 
We come to be renewed and refreshed in our life together  
Let’s worship the God who calls us, claims us and forms us to embody 
and share God’s love in our world  
Let’s worship the One who empowers, inspires and equips us for 
our life of loving service. 
 
As we gather we remember the first peoples of this land (if you know the 
name of the custodians of the land you’re on, offer it here) and their 
care, their love, their connection to the Creator Spirit. We remember too 
that this land was never ceded- and we offer them our respect, our 
gratitude and our promise to work for the glorious goal of reconciliation.  
 
Song: Come, O God of all the earth 
See video link for a very lively version!   
 
Come, O God of all the earth;  
come to us, O Righteous One.  
Come and bring our love to birth;  
in the glory of your Son.  
 
Chorus:  
Sing out, earth and skies!  
Sing of the God who loves you.  
Raise your joyful cries,  
Dance to the life around you.  
 
Come, O God of wind and flame;  
fill the earth with righteousness.  
Teach us all to sing your name;  
may our lives your love confess.  
Chorus 
 
Come, O God of flashing light;  
twinkling star and burning sun.  
God of day and God of night; 
in your light we all are one.  
Chorus 
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Come, O God of snow and rain;  
shower down upon the earth.  
Come, O God of joy and pain;  
God of sorrow, God of mirth.  
Chorus 
 
Come, O Justice, come, O Peace;  
come and shape our hearts anew. 
Come and make oppression cease;  
bring us all to life in you.  
Chorus 
 
Introduction to the Share Sunday theme 
 
Share Sunday is an opportunity for the whole of the Uniting Church to 
celebrate the incredible community services being undertaken by our 
agencies, parish missions, presbyteries and congregations. It is also an 
invitation to continue to explore how we can partner together as we 
respond to Christ’s calling to serve humanity seeking to create an 
inclusive, connected and just world.  
 
An opening prayer 
 
Loving God,  
We see your love revealed in your promises to your people:   
to be with them as they journey out of the wilderness toward the hope of 
a ‘promised land’, a land ‘flowing with milk and honey’, a place of 
welcome, respite and nourishment. 
As we gather together, renew us in this ancient but ever new hope. 
Let it strengthen our faith, let it shape our resolve to reach out to those 
so in need of that promise of a place to call home. Amen 
 
A Prayer of Confession 
 
God of grace,  
Out of the abundance of your love you created a world of incredible 
beauty as a place for all people to call home. 
We confess to you that we are not always the faithful stewards of this 
great gift that you have called us to be. 
Forgive us God; 
When we take more than our share… 
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When we become so focused on protecting what we have that we forget 
what we can give… 
When we fail to ensure all people find their promised place of refuge and 
rest… 
Forgive us God. Heal us. Renew us. Inspire us in your generous love.  
Amen. 
 
 
Declaration of Forgiveness 
Hear the Good News of our shared faith: 
God’s grace is sufficient for us,  
The wide, open, welcome space that renews and recreates us.  
Embrace the promise Christ offers to all: 
“Your sins are forgiven” 
Thanks be to God 
 
Early Word: (grab some paper and pens/pencils) 
See video 
 
Spend some time thinking about all the ways your home is important to 
you, and then pray this prayer: 
 
God 
We thank you for the places we live.  
We thank you for our families, and for all the fun stuff we have to play 
with and enjoy.  
We pray for all people, particularly young people, who don’t have 
homes.  
We want them to have safe places to play and eat and sleep. 
We hope that all people who feel unsafe, or who are homeless can find 
a welcome and a place to be who they are, in you.  
And we pray that our country can work hard to help end the problem of 
homelessness, so that all people can know what home is.  
Help us love everyone, particularly those who are struggling,  
And remind us always of your promises.  
 
Amen. 
 
Scripture Readings 
Exodus 3:1-15 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
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mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a 
flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it 
was not consumed. Then Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this 
great sight, and see why the bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw 
that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, 
“Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Come no 
closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on which you 
are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of your 
father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the LORD said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are 
in Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I 
know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the 
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad 
land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; I have also 
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. So come, I will send you to 
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; and this 
shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have brought 
the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” But 
Moses said to God, “If I come to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God 
of your ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his 
name?’ what shall I say to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” 
He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I AM has sent me 
to you.’“ God also said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, 
‘The LORD, the God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you’: This is my name 
forever, and this my title for all generations. 

 
Reflection 
See video  
 
 
Song: I, the Lord of sea and sky 
See Video 
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I, the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry 
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save 
I who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go, Lord 
If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
I, the Lord of wind and flame 
I will tend the poor and lame 
I will set a feast for them 
My hand will save 
Finest bread I will provide 
'Til their hearts be satisfied 
I will give my life to them 
Whom shall I send? 
 
Here I am, Lord 
Is it I, Lord? 
I have heard You calling in the night 
I will go, Lord 
If You lead me 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
I will hold Your people in my heart 
 
Offering 
As a response to what we’ve contemplated today, and acknowledging 
that as a response to God’s continued generosity to us it is right that we 
give of ourselves, you might like to consider what responses you can 
make. There is a link in the email where you can donate to give practical 
assistance to those experiencing homelessness. Or you might like to 
consider other ways of helping – can you learn more about the subject 
or write to your local member asking what our government is doing? Or if 
you have other ideas, let us know!  
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Prayers of the People 
 
Loving God 
We know you through your promise to be always with your people, 
leading us ever deeper into hope of new and abundant life. 
 
We pray for the many people who are displaced in our world  
for whom the promise of a place to call home seems an impossible 
dream. 
Help us to have the courage to see the need in our world 
To listen to the voices calling out for change 
To act in solidarity for the transformation of our world 
 
 
We pray for your church, a community called to be a place of welcome  
to all who seek a place to belong 
Help us to be faithful stewards of your promises, 
A people who because they have received so much 
Know that they have so much they can share.  
 
We pray for our community, our families, our friends, 
We bring before your those who are struggling, 
Those in special need of your presence and your promise of hope. 
May they be upheld by a renewed sense of your loving solidarity with 
them in all things. 
 
On this Share Sunday, we particularly pray  
for all who work tirelessly alongside those in our communities  
so desperately seeking a place to call home.  
We thank you for the gift of the new life they bring to so many. 
Inspire us to do all we can to share with them as they bring hope to our 
young people. 
 
We pray together our shared hope in the words of the The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn 
 

TIS 547  Be thou my vision 
Be Thou my Vision,  
O Lord of my heart;  
Naught be all else to me,  
save that Thou art.  
Thou my best Thought,  
by day or by night,  
Waking or sleeping,  
Thy presence my light.  
 
Be Thou my Wisdom,  
and Thou my true Word;  
I ever with Thee  
and Thou with me, Lord;  
Thou my great Father,  
I Thy true son;  
Thou in me dwelling,  
and I with Thee one.  
 
Riches I heed not,  
nor man’s empty praise,  
Thou mine Inheritance, now and always:  
Thou and Thou only,  
first in my heart,  
High King of Heaven,  
my Treasure Thou art.  
 
High King of Heaven, my victory won,  
May I reach Heaven’s joys,  
O bright Heaven’s Sun!  
Heart of my own heart,  
whatever befall,  
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 
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Word of Mission & Blessing 
Gathered, renewed, nourished and inspired in the love of the God who is 
always with us, 
We are now sent out to love and to serve. 
Go, daring to share who you are, what you have, and what you dare to 
dream, for the healing and transformation of our world. 
In the name of Christ. 
Amen!  
 
 
  


