
This liturgy is designed for use in your homes, your gardens or anywhere else you may 
find yourselves. Some of you may be in family groups, others may be alone- either is 
fine. What follows is a framework that you can alter if the desire arises, and which 
contains a few additional elements you can opt to partake in.  
 
The framework here is just that; it is not an entry into worship in and of itself. 
Therefore, I suggest you ready yourselves by finding somewhere as comfortable, 
spacious, and beautiful as possible, and still yourselves before you begin. You may like 
to light a candle to be a focus as you worship, and to remind you that you gather in the 
presence of Christ.  
 
As you gather, you might like to have some pens/pencils/markers and paper with you 
to engage fully. Pause and make notes as you go along. Write responses you would like 
to make in your own life. 
If you are with other people, I suggest you at least take turns praying out loud, and 
divide up the scripture reading among you. Be prepared to pray extemporaneously (that 
is prayer that is not pre-written or prepared) at times, and to bring the person that you 
are into this time of worship.  
 
And remember, you are none of you alone.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Service of Worship 
 
Call to worship 
 
Our God in community, mother, spirit, son, 
Calls us out of ourselves 
Into a life given to one another 
Our God of unfailing mercy 
Calls us out of fear 
And into a life of bold love and boundless forgiveness 
Our God of radical peace and endless creation 
Offers us this time  
To step into another time and space 
A moment to simply BE 
in connection 
And awe  
And the reality of who we are 
 
Let’s give this time to God in worship 
 
Song: Community 
See link with audio file 
 
Part of a family, interconnected,  
this is community  
Welcoming strangers,  
visiting neighbours,  
this gives us dignity  
 
Care for the earth and sea,  
we need to keep them free,  
so we care for the earth and sea.  
Care for the ones we meet,  
love is the face we see,  
when we care for the ones we meet.  
 
Chorus  
 



Sharing our joy and pain,  
praying and keeping faith,  
by sharing our joy and pain.  
Singing a song of rights,  
imaging God in life,  
by singing a song of rights.  
 
Chorus  
Talk to the lonely, bind up the broken,  
this makes community.  
A glass of water shared with the thirsty,  
this makes for dignity, this makes for dignity.  
This is community 
 
Prayer of adoring and confessing 
 
We were formed in love 
And known from the start 
We are made of magic  
(atoms, particles, stardust) 
And offered to the world as a gift 
We are found in our community,  
Given to love and to be loved 
Lifted out of what we once were and  
Moulded into fiery union 
God who made us, who knows us and who gifts us 
To each other; 
We are humbled by our calling,  
Humbled by our blood which sings the name of God 
 
We confess that at times we have found the closeness 
Of our church mates 
Inhibiting 
We have been uninterested in listening 
We have looked to our own interests 
We confess that sometimes being the church is hard  
And boring 
And complicated  



And we do not want to bother.  
We confess that currently,  
It sometimes feels like we are not a church at all.  
 
Help us to love, to truly, deeply love 
Help us to reveal ourselves to one another 
Help us to know and to be known  
Help us to know what it is to be your body 
That we may meet the world with true redemptive 
joy, hope, and love.  
 
Amen. 
 
We are assured of our forgiveness 
Friends, we are always welcomed, always forgiven, 
Always a part of God’s family.  
Nothing we do or have happen to us is ever enough to separate us from the 
love of God.  
 
Early word 
See video  
Maybe you’d like to spend some time thinking about, drawing or building 
what you think a community, or a church should be!  
 
Scripture Reading  

Matthew 18:15-20 

“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault 
when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have 
regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along 
with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; 
and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to 
you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed 
in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 



you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 

Reflection  
See video 
 
Song: Brother Sister Let Me Serve You 
See video link 
 
Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I might have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 

We are pilgrims on a journey; 
We are family on the road; 
We are here to help each other 
Walk the miles and bear the load. 

I will hold the Christ-light for you 
In the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
Speak the peace you long to hear. 

I will weep when you are weeping; 
When you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joys and sorrows 
Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in Heaven 
We shall find such harmony, 
Born of all we’ve known together 
Of Christ’s love and agony. 

Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I might have the grace to 
Let you be my servant, too. 



 
 
Offering 
We give of ourselves in response to all that Christ has given us. Today what if we asked 
ourselves what we can offer of ourselves to our community? You may already give a lot 
of yourself- but take this moment to reflect if there is some part of you that you are 
leaving back. Can you pray today that you can bring your real worries to your 
community? Or your real joys? Are there ways that you can offer who you really are, 
even when you feel broken or vulnerable? Can you pray that you might learn to hear 
who others really are, or listen to them share their hurts without trying to provide 
solutions? 
Spend some time in prayer, asking God to reveal what of who you are you can bring to 
your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
Prayers of the People  
Feel free to offer your own prayers for the world around you and the people who are 
close to your heart, or simply pray the following:  

We pray Lord, 

We pray some of us on our knees, some hands folded, palms to heart, 
forehead to ground, some raising a sign in protest, some gritting their teeth 
and eyes tight shut and others lighting a candle.  We pray for your mercy in 
these tumultuous times, in these times where every shooting raises a 
collective groan, “not again,” “this will not stop, when?”  families torn from 
loved ones – gone with the discharge of a weapon. Gone, over and over and 
still we see the news sorrowing through death, fire, loss, loss, loss…. 

Lord have mercy. Bring your compassion and comfort. Oh, we 
grieve. 

Silence 

For some there is deep sadness. For others anger. For some hatred. Perhaps 
indifference; resignation; skepticism and denial. 

Silence 



We grieve for the family and communities of those who have died at the 
hands of those in authority, in the custody of police, or through police 
corruption. We pray for the first peoples of this nation and their ongoing, 
uphill battle for justice and to simply be heard. 

Sustain us all as we gather, sit at tables, vote, as we march, raise our arms 
with homemade signs and set candles on a bare sidewalk.  

Lord have mercy. 

Silence 

Ninety percent of low- and medium-income countries and even developed 
countries are having to set aside primary health care services as they address 
COVID-19. The WHO in its report this week calls attention to the inevitable 
gap that must be minimized. Lifesaving vaccinations, women’s health care, 
family welfare home visits, and midwifery services for pregnant women and 
infants hang in the balance. 

Dear Lord we ask that you help us to reconcile the supply chains for essential 
medicines and health products. Sustain these programs and shepherd funds 
equitably and swiftly to those most in need. We fear for epidemics and 
outbreaks – all these words that have become so common in our language. 

Lord hear our voices. Amplify our gifts. 

Silence 

We are grateful for health care workers, strong of will and heart, giving of 
their years of training. Guide them as they deliver care around the world.  

Encourage, protect and bless them in their often dangerous work. 

Silence 

Help us to witness the compassion and patience around us. Help us to seek 
clarity of mind and to let impulses pass, replacing them with wisdom and 
improved judgement. So much happens in the literal “blink of an eye.” We 
are continually caught off guard as so much is happening seemingly 
everywhere in the news. We pray for the people of Australia who are still 



recovering from last year’s fires, and who are preparing for another fire 
season now. 

For those in literal storms and winds way. Help us to not turn off our sense of 
caring in the face of all of these deep troubles, restore our value that unity and 
faith are the tinder for our goodness and creative selves. Help us to focus on 
the simple acts of the heart. Words matter. What we read, write and say, 
print and broadcast matters. Help us to understand how easily our words can 
be like stones, our very speech setting forth destruction and killing. 

Open our eyes, soften our touch and lessen our anger. 

Silence 

We give thanks for so many projects throughout the world where people 
from different countries and skill sets are coming together to provide 
solutions which help and save lives. We celebrate physicists such as Prof. Jim 
Black and Roger Rassool’s team making oxygen available in hospitals and 
clinics throughout the world where electricity supplies are irregular. In 
Mbarara Hospital, Uganda, child mortality fell by 60% using the FREO2 
system. When we do this for the most vulnerable of our brothers and sisters, 
we share your love and compassion. 

Silence 

Dear Lord, you call us forth when it seems as though there is nothing, nothing 
we can do in our corner of the world, our little spot, our shelter from the 
storm. Help us to don our gloves, mask, gown and face shield of tolerance, 
moderation, restraint, self-control and mercy. We have so many tools and 
fruits of the spirit. Grow in us a remarkable love that opens, perhaps speaks 
loudly, listens and even coos. You teach in so many ways as we walk thorough 
these horrors and calamities, natural and human made. 

Help us to discern and forgive, honour and respect, and trust in 
your Holy Spirit at work among us. 

Amen. 

Sending out 



We are being shaped into a heaven community 

We are being made into the very hands and feet of Christ 

As you move through the world this week; 

Be bold in your love, be joyful in your proclamation 

And be aware that you carry the presence of Christ with you. 

Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 


